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THE CONTINENTAL-TRULL OPINION. 

The opinion of William C. Trull, corporation 
attorney and especially general counsel for the 
Continental of NewYork, has created widespread 
attention and comment. It is on the point as to 
whether the various states have the constitution- 
al right to discriminate against foreign compa- 
nies in the matter of taxation. Mr. Trull is a 
leading light of the New York legal profession, 
and his brief must carry weight, even though 
his predilection for the affirmative side of the 
question is considered. The agitation against 
foreign companies, led by the Continental and 
approved by many American companies, is the 
instigation of the opinion. It is felt that the 
best way to hamper the foreign companies is to 
legislate against them by over-taxation. The 
Fourteenth amendment of the United States 
Constitution, it is claimed, guarantees to corpo- 
rations the equal protection of the laws, and 
it therefore requires uniformity and equality in 
taxation. Mr. Trull argues that in the first place 
every state legislative enactment is bound to be 
held constitutional until proven not so. This is 
a well-defined legal principle. Therefore the 
law providing for extra taxation of foreign com- 
panies would be effective until disproved. He 
also holds that as foreign companies are first re- 
quired to secure the consent of the state before 
transacting business, it stands to reason the state 
would also have the right to impose the condi- 
tions. The attorney’s conclusions are as fol- 
lows: 

First.—Every state has power to exclude for- 
eign corporations from transacting business 
within its borders. This power of exclusion im- 
plies the power to impose conditions for the ex- 
ercise of the privilege. These conditions rest 
solely in the discretion of the legislature of the 
respective states, and may be altered and 
changed at pleasure. 

Second.—A state may grant the privilege of 
transacting business within its borders to some 
foreign fire insurance corporations and refuse it 
to others. A state may also discriminate between 
foreign fire insurance corporations as to the li- 
cense tax charged and conditions imposed. 

Third.—A state may, at its pleasure, revokea 
license. It may revoke it as to others and im- 
pose as a condition of the continuance of a li- 
cense or privilege to transact business within its 
borders such new, different, additional and dis- 
criminating taxes and conditions as it may 
choose to prescribe. 

Fourth.—No foreign corporation, even though 
licensed to transact business within a state, is 
within its jurisdiction in the sense that it can 
avail itself of the provisions of the Fourteenth 
Amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, as respects the tax or conditions which 
may be imposed upon the continuance of its 
business within the State. 

Fifth—No foreign corporation licensed to 
transact business within a state is within its juris- 
diction or entitled to invoke the protection of 
the Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution 
of the United States, until at least it has com- 
plied with the conditions imposed by the state 





for the further transaction of its business within 
its borders, whether those conditions be the pay- 
ment of an increased tax or other conditions. 

Sixth.—Even if a foreign corporation be en- 
titled to invoke the protection of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, no provision of the statute under 
consideration violates any provision of the 
amendment. 


Seventh.—The statute in question does not 
violate any provision of the Constitution of the 
United States, but is in all respects a valid en- 
actment and will, it is believed, be so adjudged 
should its validity ever be submitted to the 
courts. 

New York, November 17th, 1897. 

It appears to us there is no doubt of the cor- 
rectness of Mr. Trull’s contentions, that states 
have the right to discriminate for or against for- 
eign companies. It would even appear that the 
publication of the opinion was more for the sake 
of agitating the subject and keeping it before 
the insurance world as a live issue, than of de- 
monstrating the point to everybody’s satisfac- 
tion. That has,-we believe, been generally rec- 
ognized heretofore. If it is not correctly taken, 
then there is a vast amount of unconstitutional 
though unchallenged legislation on the statute 
books of the various states. Right here in Ohio 
we have the $100,000 deposit law for foreign 
companies; and there are similar regulations 
in other states. Every state has ‘separate regu- 
lations for domestic and foreign companies. If 
they are on the same footing, why these discrim- 
inations in one or the other’s favor? It is even 
plain that a legislature may discriminate be- 
tween companies of its own state and those of 
other states—both legally equal citizens under 
the United States constitution. Taking Ohio 
again as an instance, home companies are re- 
quired to pay no taxes at all, while all outside 
companies pay the same — foreign and American. 
There is no constitutional reason why there 
should not be the same measure of discrimina- 
tion between the state and foreign companies, 
as there is between other state and home com- 
panies. 

It looks very much as though Mr. Evans 
is playing a shrewd game with the object of a 
little advertising for his pet hobby. 


INDIANA’S PARTIALITY. 


No wonder Indiana is over-run with assess- 
ment companies. The insurance report, the 
official reference book of the state, devotes 20 
pages to the combined fire and legal reserve life 
insurance interests, and the balance of the book, 
over 250 pages, to assessment life and accident 
associations. A few comparative tables, cover- 
ing 20 pages in all, are deemed sufficient for reg- 
ular fire and life companies, but every little fly- 
by-night, two-for-a-cent assessment concern has 
its full report given in detail on one or more 
pages. Yet Indiana is the state that wants to 
collect’ taxes on the reserve values of old line 
policies, that makes companies pay license fees 
twice a year, and that charges old line companies 
a 3 per cent tax on premiums ‘‘for the mainte- 
nance of the insurance department,’’ and assess- 
ment companies practically nothing. No won- 
der assessment companies do business in 
Indiana. 


FROM THE AGENT'S VIEW. 

There is at least one vital point concerning 
“‘annexes’’ that local agents as a rule do not 
seem to have weighed to any extent. If an 
agent represents underwriting combinations at 
all, he should consider the result in the contin- 
gency of their being discontinued. It would 
be rather unpleasant, in case of such a happen- 
ing, to have his expirations and register carted 
over to his rival agent, who represents the 








parent company. This is what will happen in 
a great many cases if the agencies are discon- 
tinued. There is absolutely no danger of this 
in the case of a few of the agencies, very little 
in some few more, and the event a likely pos- 
sibility with the rest. In the West there are 
only two associations doing a general business, 
which belong to the first class, the Rhode Island 
Underwriters and the Cincinnati Underwriters. 
These two only are entitled to have fully ap- 
plied to them the agreement made at the Chicago 
meeting that the underwriters’ agencies should 
be continued, as they are the only means: by 
which small companies can compete with the 
big ones on large lines. They do not do busi- 
ness in this territory in their separate capaci- 
ties, and therefore they have but one set of 
agents. In such cases the combinations are an 
advantage to the local agents, in that they give 
him better facilities. Other annexes, which 
have a large established business, could be de- 
pended on totake care of their agents in some 
way or other, as they would probably find it to 
their interest todo so. Such companies might 
find it worth while to organize new companies 
to take over their annex business. In view of 
the increasing protest against ‘‘ agencies,’’ and 
the widening possibility of their being dis- 
solved at some time or other, agents will do well 
to keep in condition for meeting all emergencies. 


STANDING UP FOR PRINCIPLE. 

The New York Underwriters Agency is out of 
the board at Louisville, and its two old agents 
have resigned, because it has appointed the 
firm of Wood, Bacon & Hines in violation of 
one of the rules of the board, which provides 
that every member shall engage his whole time 
in the insurance business. Mr. Wood is in the 
brokerage business, and has through it valuable 
connections from an insurance standpoint. The 
other two-members of the firm devote their 
whole time to insurance. One of the agencies 
that resigned the Underwriters, Viglini & Co., 
even now devote part of their time to other 
business. For a long time Harry Jefferson of 
Jefferson & Noyes, was secretary of the Seashols 
Dry Goods Company, and only gave up that po- 
sition when the Dry Goods Company failed. 
There are other existing cases to the same point. 
The board had to draw the line somewhere, and 
it drew it before the new firm of Wood, Bacon & 
Hines. It would seem that the Underwriters is 
justified in its position, as long as there are 
other agents, even if they be of long standing, 
who devote their time to other than insurance 
business. 





SMALL ASSESSMENT ACCIDENT CONCERNS. 

The fact is gradually being forced on the 
attention of people that insurance in small 
assessment accident associations is generally 
good only under an indemnity claim, and that 
death accident claims involve such large amounts 
that the only hope of the associations for con- 
tinued existence lies in contest and delay. 
Therefore it is very seldom that these concerns 
do not find some excuse, generally merely tech- 
nical, for refusing payment. They are all inthe 
same boat because they all charge about the 
same inadequate premiums. We do not believe 
there are four assessment accident concerns in 
the county doing a general agency business that 


| could stand a $10,000 death claim, or at the best, 


| two such claims in succession. 


Yet they go on 
issuing their “$10,000 combinations’ with as 
much sang froid as though they were possessed 
of all kinds of backing. The day of the small 
assessment accident company is past. It is 
not in a position to compete with the stock com- 
panies and public sentiment is overwhelmingly 
against the plan. If they are to continue at all 
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they should be made to reduce their limit of lia- 
bility under one contract. It is ridiculous fora 
concern with a few thousand dollars of doubtful 
assets to issue a $10,000 policy. Even the larger 
fire companies with their enormous assets hesi- 
tate at such a line. 

A dispatch from Evansville, Indiana, says that 
a jury there gave John P. Walker a verdict for 
$10,000 against the Globe Accident of Indian- 
apolis, the full amount sued for under a policy 
carried by the plaintiff. The policy provided 
for double benefits if the assured got killed or 
injured while riding on a train, and payment of 
the maximum amount if the injuries sustained 
caused the loss of both legs. Some months ago 
Walker fell from a train and had both legs cut 
off, which entitled him to the full amount. 
The company resisted and the jury has just de- 
cided against it. The company will appeal to 
the supreme court. The Globe had on January 1, 
outside of its mortuary assessments in process of 
collection, which are never rightly counted as 
net assets, less than $14,000, and this includes 
everything that could possibly be included. 
The assets would probably bring half that much 
in cash. Little wonder the company appealed 
the Walker case. And the Globe is only a speci- 
men; there are others. 


ITS NAME A DETRIMENT. 


What a wonderful thing is sentiment. The 
Kansas Mutual Life of Topeka has withdrawn 
from the East because the sentiment was too 
strong against its abiding place. Eastern peo- 
ple couldn’t imagine that anything good could 
possibly come out of Kansas—the land of the 
Populist. So the Kansas Mutual, although a 
well-managed, conservative, worthy insurance 
company, either has to quit doing business in 
the East or move its location to some place 
where it can breathe a respectable atmosphere. 
Eastern people are afraid of Kansas people, 
Kansas laws, Kansas investments, Kansas insur- 
ance companies. And Kansas, a naturally good 
state, is ruined, in a business sense, because of 
its McNalls and its Sniders. The Kansas Mu- 
tual is a good company and worthy of better 
things, but its name and its location are essenti- 
ally ‘‘in-apropos.”’ 


We cannot understand it, but in most of our 
mail and in references made of us, we are ad- 
dressed as the Ohio Underwriters Company, 
and the paper as the Ohio Underwriters. 
Everybody please take notice that our name is 
the OHIO UNDERWRITER COMPANY, and that 
the name of the paper is THE OHIO UNDER- 
WRITER. 


F. H. Leavenworth Ill. 

We regret to learn that F. H. Leavenworth, 
editor of the Detroit /udicator, is suffering 
from what we understand to be a stroke of paral- 
ysis. It is doubly hard for an energetic gentle- 
man like Mr. Leavenworth to be laid up from 
sickness, and we trust he will soon be at his 
work again. 


ing was adopted : 


Resolved, That the association regrets to | 
learn of the sickness of our associate, Mr. | 
Frank H. Leavenworth, and that our secretary, | 
on behalf of our association, be instructed to | 


convey to him and his family our love and sym- 
pathy. 


It is stated the two companies composing the | 
Rhode Island Underwriters Association, the | 


Equitable and the Merchants, will increase their 
respective capitals shortly. 





At the last meeting of the Michi- | 
gan Life Underwriters’ Association the follow- | 





WITHDRAWS APPLICATION. 





Guarantors Finance Company Decides It 
Will Not Operate in Ohio. 

CoLumBus, Dec. 22.—The Guarantors Finance 

Company will not enter Ohio. The crisis was 


reached Monday when the Superintendent of | 


Insurance received a telegram from the com- 
pany withdrawing its application and all other 
papers filed. 

The company has within the last few months 
filed several different statements with the De- 
partment, none of which was acceptable, and 
last week Superintendent Matthews wired Man- 
ager Loper that inasmuch as the Guarantors 
Liability Indemnity Company had been super- 
ceded by the Guarantors Finance Co, he must 
cease to do business in Ohio in the name of the 
Gurantors Liability Indemnity. 

The telegram withdrawing the application of 
the Finance Company was Mr. Loper’s reply in 
which he also states that the business of the 
Guarantors Liability Indemnity Co. in Ohio will 
be closed up at once and that all policies of the 
company are protected. It is true that the poli- 
cies are protected by the $50,000 deposited with 
the Insurance Department, which Superintend- 
ent Matthews will not release until all liability 
or possibility of liability against the company 
ceases. 


SPECIAL CONTRACTS PROHIBITED. 


North American Accident Cannot Appoint 
“Local Boards” in Ohio. 

The North American Accident Association of 
Chicago has sent to its policy-holders in a large 
number of the cities and towns in Ohio a circu- 
lar letter, beginning with a ‘‘Whereas”’ and in- 
cluding a ‘‘Now, therefore,’’ in which the asso- 
ciation sets forth that in consideration of the 
good will and influence of certain members who 
are to compose ‘‘Advisory Boards’’ of 20 mem- 
bers throughout the state, the association agrees 
to create and set aside from its Expense Fund 
each year after the first policy year of said Board 
a sum equal to twenty per cent on the second 
and subsequent years’ premium paid by all mem- 
bers of said Board, said sum to be deducted from 
the amount of quarterly or annual payments 
made by the members of the Board, as long as 
they continue policy-holders of the association. 
In addition to this rebate, all members of the 
Boards are allowed fifteen per cent of all prem- 
iums paid by policy-holders recommended by or 
secured through the influence of the Board, re- 
mittance of this to be made on or before the 15th 
of January annually. 

A copy of this circular was forwarded to Super- 
intendent Matthews, who has promptly sat down 
on the scheme. The Superintendent in his de- 
cision says that the formation of such boards 
is illegal; that it directly proposes to give to 
each Board member a rebate of premium for a 
series of years; that it violates the fundamental 
principles underlying mutual associations by 
granting a pecuniary advantage to a few not 
granted to all; that it is the distribution of 
profits among a certain class of members, and 
that it is further ‘‘an unlawful diversion of funds 
contributed by the members from the purposes 
for which same were contributed. The Super- 
intendent demands that the association imme- 
diately cease the organization of these Boards in 
Ohio. 

It may be interesting to note that the Presi- 
dent of this association, Mr. F. N. Gage, is the 
son of the present Secretary of the Treasury of 
United States, Hon. Lyman J. Gage. The action 
taken in reference to this association was also 
taken with two life associations doing business 
in Ohio, viz.: Western Mutual of Chicago, and 
State Life of Indianapolis. 








Legislative Insurance Committee. 

CoL_umBus, December 21.—It is rumored 
here in Columbus that in the deals incident to 
the organization of the House at the coming 
session of the Legislature, Representative Mason 
of Cleveland. one of the supposed aggressive 
anti-Hanna men, will demand as one of his 
rewards for “sawing wood” the chairmanship of 
the Insurance Committee. If the Anti-Hanna 
men control the Legislature Mr. Mason will have 
even a better show for the chairmanship—pro- 
viding of course that the rumor that he wants it 
is true. 


Will Not Enter Ohio. 

The Aetna Indemnity, the Hartford company 
organized by officials of the Aetna Life and 
other Hartford companies, will not enter Ohio. 
The reason ascribed is that the Ohio law re- 
quires for the transaction of surety business not 
only a $30,000 deposit with this state, but a 
$100,000 deposit with the home state. Ohio al- 
ready has a superabundance of outside surety 
companies, and a new company would be obliged 
to proceed in face of the keenest competition. 





Etna’s New [lichigan Special. 

Messrs. Keeler & Gallagher, general agents of 
the Aetna, have appointed to the special agency 
of their Michigan field, Mr. Fred. B. Spear, of 
Bay City, the appointment to take effect January 
Ist. Mr. Spear has for some years beeg en- 
gaged in the local agency business at Bay City, 
where he now operates one of the large agen- 
cies. He began his career back in 1881 as clerk 
in the agency which he new conducts. He is 
still a young man, though with a large fund of 
experience; he was born at Cazenovia, New 
York, in 1856, and is therefore 41 years old. He 





F. B. SPEER. 


hasa large acquaintance and many friends among 
Michigan insurance men who will be pleased to 
learn of his advent to a field position with a 


company like the Aetna. He is described as 
a man of more than ordinary ability 
and of strict integrity, and his friends 
bespeak for him success in his new de- 


parture. With the Aetna’s increased liberality 
in the acceptance of lines in the western field, 
the business should show a corresponding in- 
crease, towards which Mr. Spear’s field will 
doubtles contribute its share. Mr. Keeler made 
the appointment during his recent trip to 
Michigan. 
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SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


OLD TIME MUTUALS. 





The announcement that the National Inspec- 
tion & Map Co. and the Mutual Underwriters 
association will disband Jan. 1 recalls many 
names of prominence that were long connected 
with the organizations. Thirty-two mutual com- 
panies in 1887 effected an association or syndi- 
cate to carry large lines of insurance. The busi- 
ness was pooled and the expenses pro-rated. Its 
operations extended all over the United States, 
and its inspections were gilt-edged. 
power in the underwriting world. 
nies that belonged to it backed it with all their 
strength. Headquarters were established in 
Chicago with branches at Minneapolis, Rock- 
ford, Ill., and Van Wert, Ohio. Many of the 
companies that once belonged to it have passed 
out of existence. The original members were : 
The Western Manufacturers’ of Chicago, Central 
Manufacturers of Van Wert, O.,, Manufacturers 


It was a 


The compa- 


& Merchants of Rockford, Millers & Manufac- | 
turers of Minneapolis, Mutual Fire of Chicago, | 
Millers’ National, Protection Mutual of Chicago, | 


Associated Manufacturers of St. Louis, Manu- 
facturers Mutual of St. Louis, Mississippi Val- 
ley of Rock Island, Northwestern of Rock 
Island, Minneapolis Mutual, Manufacturers of 
Indianapolis, 
(Ohio) Mutual, Ohio Millers, United Manufac- 
turers of Cleveland, Phoenix Mutual of Cincin- 
nati, Mutual Fire of Eau Claire and Fire Asso- 
ciation of Eau Claire. The present members are 
the Millers and Manufacturers of Minneapolis, 
Manufacturers & Merchants of Rockford, Cen- 
tral Manufacturers of Van Wert, Michigan Mill- 
ers, Saginaw Valley Mutual and Lumbermen’s 
of Chicago. Secretary J. H. Ridgway of the 
syndicate will now be field supervisor for the 
Van Wert and Rockford companies in Ohio, Ind., 
Ill,, Mich., Wis. and Minn. The secretaries of 
the association have been John Oohout, now 
with Jameson & Frelinghuysen of New York, 
J. D. Shean of the Millers National, Capt. J. G. 
Milligan and J. H. Ridgway. The presidents 
have been C. B. Shove, P. A. Montgomery, 
George S. Roper and F. W. Purmort. 


Detroit Manufacturers, Canton | 


In 1890, | 


the association reduced its field to the West and | 


in 1893 to about eight states between Pennsyl- 
vania and the Mississippi river. 
++ — 
PROSPECTS OF THE UNION. 

As the time draws near when the new compa- 
nies in the Union must come to a 15 per cent 
basis, much interest is being manifested in the 
probable results. It can be said that these com- 
panies are not satisfied with the results since the 
Saratoga meeting. But these outsiders have 
entered since then. The others still prefer the 
open field. The Union obligated itself to do a 
number of things when the outsiders joined at 
Saratoga. Not’one has been fulfilled and there 
is not the least likelihood that they will be. The 
question is, how can the Union carry out its 
promises to the younger brethren. It will be 
almost impossible for enough to agree to bring 
about the reforms pledged. What is the conse- 
quence? The new comers say they have united 
with an organization whose main object seems 
to be to reduce rates. Some of these recent ac- 
cessions already are forming schemes to keep up 
their old commission arrangements at chief 
points. The local agents are made district man- 
agers or a member of the family is given a clerk- 
ship with a good salary. What else can be ex- 


pected when old Union members are doing the | 


same? 
demand that some action be taken to carry out 


The best class of the new element will | 


| 
| 


the promises. President Harbeck has done his 
best, but he has not sufficient members to back 
him in reforms. 
=> a 
COLLECTIONS ARE POOR. 


Companies are doing their utmost this month 
to get their agents to remit balances due. Many 
are months behind. Collections in most in- 
stances have been very bad. Agents trust the 
assured for premiums or they are paid in small 
amounts and the agent uses the money. Money 
is tight and it seems almost impossible in many 
cases to get it. The new companies that have 
entered the field during the last year or so have 
been more lenient in extending credit in order 
to get business. The money due them has been 
paid to the old companies which were forcing 
balances. Now all companies are pushing bal- 
ance remittances before the time of the annual 
statement. 

++ + 

The formation of the firm of Charles D. Cox 
& Co., consisting of Mr. Cox, Chas. W. Meeker 
and Harry J. O’Brien, means stronger competi- 
tion in the West from that office. The agency, 
which has a long list of institutions back of it, 
has heretofore been in the name of Mr. Cox as 
manager. Mr. Meeker has been assistant, and 
Mr. O’Brien outside man and inspector. A spe- 
cialty is made of sprinkled business. Mr. Cox 
now has several improved sprinkler devices and 
has put up a strong fight against the General 
Fire Extinguisher Co. He will hereafter look 
after this line especially. It means a determined 
contest from now on with the General Fire and 
board companies. 

++ ++ 

The main question at Chicago now is the re- 
duction of rates on classes of preferred business. 
A sub-committee of the board’s executive com- 
mittee has been appointed to investigate the 
practicability of a reduction. Several queries 
have been addressed to board members in regard 
to it in order to get an idea of their wishes. It 
is hardly likely that there will be a reduction on 
all classes, but there may be on brick dwellings 
and private barns. Agents seem to think the 
hazard is too great in the suburbs to warrant a 
reduction. 


++ ++ 


A. C. Stocker & Co. find that the publicity 
given their business methods has struck a black 
eye to the firm’s schemes. For a time Stocker 
was raking in the shekels. He dressed more 
gorgeously than ever before and became a high 
roller. The companies he has been quoting be- 
gan to circularize their agents against him and 
it played smash. Stocker had to resort to other 
tactics. His right hand man and shadow, C. S. 
Eddy, was put in an office in the Marquette 
Building and the firm of C. S. Eddy & Co. was 
organized. It is Stocker in disguise, the same 
old methods, schemes, and sharp tricks. Com- 
panies have already felt the peregrinations of C. 
S. Eddy & Co., and will aim to stop this new 
role of Stocker’s at once. 

on ++ 

While Superintendent Van Cleave has not yet 
made public his ruling as to ‘‘underwriters’ 
agencies,’’ your correspondent can state author- 
itatively that no radical action will be taken 
against them. In some cases he will not even 
require a change in the form of policy. He 
even demands some alterations in individual 
cases, 

++ +e 

Commissioner Campbell of Michigan is mak- 
ing the atmosphere warm for the mutuals in that 
state. There have been many irresponsible con- 
cerns in the state and he has succeeded in put- 
ting some of them into receivers’ hands. He has 
made the others stick closely to the right line. 
Mutual competition in Michigan, Nebraska and 





Missouri has been very keen. In some towns 
the mutuals have gobbled all the business. 
++ ++ 

The surprise of the season in local circles was 
Munger, Ebbert & Co.’s resignation of the 
agency of the Hanover, which they had had for 
twenty years and had made good money for. 
They were Cook county managers, and it is un- 
derstood that General Agent Gray refused to 
give them carte blanche authority in the county 
any longer. 

+ + 

“Deacon”? W. A. Lowell, the famous Engle- 
wood Methodist, who wrecked the Travelers’ 
Preferred Accident Association, then a bicycle 
insurance company, lately started the Illinois 
Insurance Company on an old charter, The 
charter wont work with the Illinois department, 
so the ‘‘Deacon’’ has landed the Fort Wayne 
Insurance Company, and will move it body and 
soul to Chicago. Underwriters will watch with 
interest the developments, for Lowell has not 
been trained along the lines of sound insurance. 


++ ++ 


The following members of the Northern’s 
field and office staff of the Western Department 
were present at the banquet given by General 
Manager H. E. Wilson of London, at the Chi- 
cago Athletic Club. December 10th, 1897. Happy 
speeches were made by all present, and a most 
delightful evening spent: H. E. Wilson, General 
Manager, London; G. H. Lermit, Western De- 
partment Manager, Chicago; A. E. Clough, 
Chief Clerk; Examiners, H. S. Wilson, Chicago; 
A. A. Adams, Chicago; Special Agents, A. F 
Townsend, Chicago; H.M. Ayars, Chicago; Chas. 
Nelson Bishop, City Manager, Chicago; R. W. 
Faulkner, Chicago Office; Lewis F. Dan- 
iel, Minneapols, Minn.; Wm. C. Daniel, 
Columbus, Ohio; Sam. B. Kennedy, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Chas. H. Andersen, Hannibal, 
Mo.; V. T. O’Neil, Chicago, Ill; J. J. L. 
England, Detroit, Mich.; Wm. McClurr, Chief 
Accountant. 


E. W. Norman, the hustling Blanchester 
agent, has joined hands with W. C. Gregory, 
cashier of the Merchants’ and Farmers’ Bank, 
who also has an agency, and the two will push 
the insurance business in all its branches in 
Clinton County. 


Geo. E. Robbins, whose hand has been seen 
in several schemes and who recently acquired a 
charter of the London and Essex Insurance 
Corporation, another foreign wild cat, is now 
selling ink and a stationery outfit to get enough 
gold to purchase Christmas presents. 


The Metropolitan Accident Association of 
Chicago has just put up, voluntarily, $100,000 
of gilt edged securities with the Illinois depart- 
ment as a guarantee fund for its policy holders. 
Its indemnity will be first class. Secretary 
Charles H. Bunker has run his company along 
conservative lines, but will now be prepared to 
branch out, enter new states and push for busi- 
ness. He is an excellent gentleman and is 
president of the International Association of 
Accident Underwriters. 


The general agencies of the Employers Lia- 
bility at Cincinnati under B. M. and George D. 
Allison, the former covering Southern Ohio and 
the latter Tennessee and Alabama, has been 
consolidated under the firm name of B. M. & 
George D. Allison. The Employers Liability, 
Standard and about all the other liability com- 
panies withdrew sometime ago from Alabama 
on account of adverse legislation, so the new 
firm has now charge of Southern Ohio and Ten- 
nessee. The offices remain at 39 East Third 
street, Cincinnati. 
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IN OHIO FIRE CIRCLES. 


The contest for the secretaryship of the 
Cleveland local board is developing beautifully 





and the competition promises to be interesting. 
From several points of view the position is not 
a particularly desirable one, and it is very un- 
likely that any experienced field man well up 
in all the branches of the business, who is satis- 
fied with his own company, and well settled, 
will be induced to accept it. Certain it is that 
James F. Joseph, of the Phenix of Brooklyn, 
refused to consider the overtures made him by 
a number of the leading agents of Cleveland, 
who could doubtless have influenced the choice 
in his direction; and this even at a substantial 
increase over the salary now paid Secretary 
Truesdell, $2,7.0 per year. Most of the mem- 
bers appreciate that the old salary will not at- 
tract any good man already possessed of a good 
position, and it is said they are willing to ad- 
vance this considerably to the right man. How- 
ever, to a man temporarily disengaged it would 
probably be a sufficient inducement. For in- 
stance, there is George H. Robinson, the well- 
known Canton agent, who has recently disposed 
of his agency to his partner, Per Lee Welty, 
and who has shied his caster into the ring with 
the support of a strong following among the 
field men and others. Mr. Robinson has had a 
general experience of fifteen years in all 
branches of the business, is energetic, intelli- 
gent and experienced, and is in the prime of 
his manhood, being in the early thirties. He 
understands the business thoroughly, and has 
the advantage of being an outside man, with no 
Cleveland affiliations. He could be depended 
on to make a conscientious, capable secretary. 
Then the names of Secretaries Lindsey and 
Boomer, of the Nashville and Louisville local 
boards, respectively, have been brought up, 
suggested, it is said, by Mr. Joseph. Mr. Lind- 
sey is said to be a particularly capable secretary. 
Woodward Awl, a solicitor connected with the 
local agency of Pond Bros, & Co., at Cleveland, 
has also announced his willingness to accept. 
++ ++ 
A FEW, FOR INSTANCE. 

We are furnished with the following cases 
of overhead writing in Columbus : 

The building of Thomas Johnson on the south- 
east corner of Gay and Fourth streets is insured 
in the following companies and amounts: Na- 
tional of Hartford, $8,000; Scottish Union, 
$3,000; Hanover, $2,000; and Franklin of Co- 
lumbus, $2,000, by George Matt of Lancaster. 
D. W. Saffel’s stock of boots and shoes 
at No. 1131 North High street is written in 
the National of Cincinnati by C. H. Towson, 
who represents that company in Lancaster, Ohio. 

If cases are what is wanted, 
there are hundreds to he had. 

++ ++ 


CoLumBus, December 16. 


we presume 


To the Editor :— 

Many managers object to the agents having 
an association, but upon reflection, it is quite 
clear that if the Companies expect to extricate 
themselves from the avalanche of troubles 
brought on by their actions and caused by the 
legislatures, it must be through the agents who 
stand close to the people, or otherwise both, as 
now constructed will be swept aside through 
the present evolutions of the business. Co- 
lumbus agents should insist through their 
companies that the North British be brought 
within the bounds of right, or the companies 
formerly writing the Union Depot risk should 
give the North British the option, to either cor- 
rect this error or make it write the business at a 








10 cent rate for five years with the guarantee 
that the policy should not be canceled except 
for an increase of hazard. Until the agents have 
completed their association, a few strokes of this 
kind might lead some companies to be wary of 
the acceptance of lines under similar circum- 
stances. There is not a manager but knows the 
practice is wrong, and that if indulged in would 
demoralize the business to such an extent that 
many of the large companies would be made to 
quake with the load taken on. Then, why is 
this practice permitted on the part of the North 
British? Has it a special license, or does 
it do this in defiance of all known laws 
of fairness and right? It has been claimed 
that insurance is a_ science, and _ it 
is said somewhere that science consists 
of associated facts, bound together with a logical 
relationship; but if there is any logic in the 
method of either the Cincinnati agent or the 
North British, it is not observed by the Columbus 
contingent. Companies, it seems, will not correct 
theseevils,and therefore the remedies lie with the 
local agents, but they must join in a movement 
that will produce the greatest good to the greatest 
number, and if this motto is carried out faith- 
fully it will work no hardship upon the com- 
panies. Nocompany is hurt by the action of the 
Agents’ Association to agree that overhead writ- 
ing will subject the offending party to non- 
representation by association members. This 
alone will cause companies to act honestly with 
one another and uphold the rights of their agents. 
*‘COLUMBUS AGENT.”’ 
aa ++ 

There were two deaths in mutual fire circles 
in Ohio during the present month. James Her- 
vey Cook, acharter member and director of the 
Mansfield Mutual, as well as father of the pres- 
ent secretary, Mr. J. M. Cook, died December 
2d, at his home in Mansfield. He was 81 years 
old, and a prominent citizen for over fifty years. 
J. S. Brumback, president of the Central Manu- 
facturers Mutual of Van Wert, died last week, 
but the particulars have not yet reached us. 

a ++ 

Charles F. Knecht, formerly secretary of the 
local board at Dayton, has announced under date 
of December Ist that he has opened an office at 
9 East Second street, Dayton, and that he is pre- 
pared to act as independent adjuster in Ohio and 
adjoining states. There appears to be a field for 
an independent adjuster located at Dayton, and 
Mr. Knecht is certainly qualified to do the work. 
He has had valuable experience dating back to 
1888, and hasa large and favorable acquaint- 
ance among companies and field men. 


+o ++ 


The committee of three appointed at the spec- 
ial meeting of the Cleveland board on Tuesday 
the 7th, to interview J. L. Rice, were unable to 
bring in a report at the adjourned meeting the 
10th, on account of the absence of Mr. Parsons, 
chairman. From the other members of the com- 
mittee, however, enough was learned to know 


| that as long as Mr. Truesdell is secretary nothing 


could be done with this agency. Resolutions 
were then adopted almost unanimously, there 


| being but one dissenting vote, expelling the 


agency from the board, returning its deposit, 


| and requesting a return of rating book and cab- 


inet. 
— -~ 

The by-laws of the Cleveland board on the 
matter of penalties was amended at the last meet- 
ing on Tuesday the 14th, to conform somewhat 
with the recently adopted plan by the Chicago 
board. The new rules divide violations into two 
classes, wilful and from oversight. In a case of 
the former the convicted member forfeits to the 
treasury 50 per cent of the premiums involved, 
and at the third offense his membership in the 











board. The member bringing the charge can 
displace the policy at optional rates. In a case 
of innocent error the convicted member forfeits 
20 per cent of the premium to the board and the 
prosecuting member is entitled to draw from the 
treasury one-half of the fine. 


CINCINNATI UNDERWRITERS’ ASS’N. 


The Annual Meeting Justified the Highest 
Hopes of the Members. 

The annual meeting of the Cincinnati Under- 
writers’ Association was held just two weeks 
ago to-day, and was remarkable for the general 
good feeling and unanimity of opinion shown 
by all the members. Instead of its ‘“‘last will 
and testament,’’ as some enterprising corre- 
spondent called it, the new constitution and by- 
laws, with a few changes, are in force and gen- 
erally observed. Every agent has put up his 
deposit of $100 as a guarantee of good faith, 
and it looks as though the new deal is a “‘ go.’’ 
Surely, the agents are unanimous in their sup- 
port of the existing order of things. Unlike 
little boys, those agents who were overruled by 
the majority, have shown their good sense and 
will acquiesce in the new arrangements. 

The election resulted in the choice of C. C. 
Rothier, the well-known agent, for president, 
vice J. Gano Wright. The other offices filled 
were: Vice-president, Ben T. Clemons; treas- 
urer, K. F. Benndorf, succeeding himself; sec- 
retary, Ed. C. Harding, re-elected. The new 
governing committee is made up of J. M. De- 
Camp, J. W. Montgomery and E. E. Shipley. 
The executive committee consists of Fred. 
Rauh, Charles H. Law, L. F. Runck, H. Emer- 
son and Simon Sturm. It must be recognized 
that these are all very wise selections. 

C. C. Rothier, the new president, is a leader 
in the younger and progressive element in the 
board and is a coming underwriter. His agency 
is an excellent one, and his position and popu- 
larity among the agents, as shown by his elec- 
tion, is of the best. The fact of his being a 
young man and his agency of the middle-sized 


| class, makes the compliment paid him and the 


Cc. C. ROTHIER, PRESIDENT. 


| important contingent he represents a delicate 


yet a marked one. He has for some time past 


| been dividing his time between his local busi- 


ness and special work for the Cincinnati Under- 
writers in the Northwest. To facilitate the ful- 
fillment of his duties as president of the board 
he will on January Ist give up his connection 
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with the Cincinnati Underwriters and will spend 
all his time in Cincinnati. His election as pres- 
ident brings him before the profession in a 
prominent light, and his work in behalf of the 
association for the coming year will be watched 
with interest. 

The question of limiting the number of solic- 
itors was practically dropped. There was a 
nominal limit fixed, but by a little manipula- 
lation the supply of places for solicitors is un- 
limited. The agency plank wasalso broadened. 
Each company may now have three agents, a 
partnership counted as one agency not to have 
more than three members. Each agent may 
have five solicitors, not for each company, but 
for the agency. Thus a man having the sole 
agency for one company can first appoint two 
more agents, second and third, with not more 
than three members to each of the firms having 
the agencies, and they in their turn may ap- 
point five solicitors each, as can, of course, also 
the first agent, who is the only one entitled to 
a vote in the association. Thusat the extreme, 
each company, if it wishes, may have twenty- 
four men in its employ in Cincinnati, providing 
it utilizes its full quota of agents, members of 
agency firms, and solicitors. Already most of 
the leading agents have made arrangements to 
take care of their present solicitors and are 
reaching out for more. The only qualification 
for a solicitor is that he devote all his time to 
insurance, and this may include other forms 
than fire. The local companies are entitled to 
two agents besides the home offices, and all 
three may have five solicitors each. A com- 
pany is represented in the board by an officer 
in his individual capacity. Thus, in the case 
of the National, George W. Pohlman is a mem- 
ber of the first class on behalf of the company 
of which he is president, as well as on account 
of the companies which he represents as first 
or sole agent. Then, George W. Pohlman & 
Co , in the same office, are members of the sec- 
ond class as having the second or third agencies 
of companies. Another case is that of Simon 
Sturm, by which he operates an extra set of so- 
licitors. John Heckle & Sons (2) have the sole 
agency for Cincinnati of the Commercial Union 
of New York, American tender to the English 
Commercial Union, which is represented by 
Mr. Sturm. Heckle & Sons are, therefere, now 








voting members with first agents’ privileges. | 


The firm of Fred. Rauh & Co. represents, we 
believe, seven companies as sole agents and 
others as first or second agent. Provided Mr. 
Rauh wished to place the agencies of these 


companies in the names of different firms with | 


three men to a firm his limit would be 126 
solicitors and representatives; soit is seen there 
is practically no limit to the number of men 
that may be employed in the business in Cin- 
cinnati. When it is considered, however, that 
$25 must be deposited for each solicitor and 
$100 for each agency, and that every one must 
be engaged solely in the insurance business, it 
is seen there is still some restriction which will 
tend to keep the number of insurance agents 
down. The limit of numbers, however, has 
very little to do with it. 

In deference tothe anti-trust laws, it is said, 
the following clause does not appear in the new 
constitution: 

Article 16. No member of this association 
shall place any risks for, or assist directly or in- 
directly in giving any risk to, or receive any 
risk within the jurisdiction of this association 
from any person not a member of this associa- 
tion, 

The lax status of the agency representation 
question is doubtless due to the prevailing con- 
troversy over the disputed rights of underwrit- 
er’s annexes. It is said the matter will be taken 
up in the Cincinnati board as soon as the com- 
panies decide about it. The association will 
hold a banquet in January. 





DAYTON IN LINE. 


Now Being Inspected and Rated by the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau. 

It is understood that Dayton board matters 
have now been practically arranged, and that 
hereafter its board affairs will be handled by 
the Cochran Inspection Bureau. This is the 
plan advocated some months ago by the OHIO 
UNDERWRITER, and in fact by most of the local 
agents and others interested. It is stated that 
Mr. A. L,. Foster, formerly secretary of the local 
board at Akron, and since then partly in the 
employ of the Bureau, is now engaged in quietly 
applying schedule rating to the city of Dayton. 
This is what has been needed for a long time, 
and it is believed that the agents generally will 
hail this solution of their difficulties with glad- 
ness and rejoicing. 


Unreported Taxes. 


The Kentucky, Tennessee and other near-by 
insurance departments, it is quietly rumored 
about, are conducting wholesale investigations 
of companies as regards unreported premiums 
and agency licences for taxation. It is aiso said 
that the search has not been entirely fruitless in 
several instances, The collections are said to be 
largely on policies written overhead. 


Removes the Bans. 


The Cincinnati Underwriters Association has 
removed the bans against the press, and here- 
after members may use their discretion in giv- 
ing out information. It was felt that the news- 
paper men would get the news any way, and the 
attempt at secrecy only exaggerated the sen- 
sationalism, which prevailed in the publica- 
cations. Secretary Harding is now willing to 
give out all legitimate news. The association is 
to be congratulated on its good sense. 


FIRE NOTES. 


L. E. Guntrum of Cincinnati has received the 
Citizens of Missouri. 


Fred. P. Thomas & Co. of Cleveland, have re- 
ceived the agencies of the Union Assurance and 
Victoria Fire. 


The Continental, formerly in the Fickes 
agency at Steubenville, has transferred to Mrs. 
Ida Gesheider. 


A. H. Noah, of the well-known Akron firm of 
Wilcox, Noah & Co., will be secretary of the 
newly reorganized Diamond Rubber Company. 

The examination of the Cincinnati branch of 
the Aetna by the representatives of the Indiana 
insurance department has been dropped until 
after the holidays. 

’*Tis said the Cincinnati board will soon ‘“ get 
after’? W. P. Dolle’s non-hboard agency for 
Squire, Halm & App. Mr. Dolle appears to be 
doing some business. 

The Fire Association of Philadelphia is in the 
Ohio field for good farm property when occu- 
pied by the owner and unincumbered at a 1 per 
cent. rate for 3 years. 


Mr. Woodward Awl, connected with Pond 
Bros. & Co., local agents at Cleveland, has an- 
nounced his candidacy for the position of secre- 
tary of the local board. 

M. C. Long, manager of the Aetna Life acci- 
dent department, and Cincinnati agent of the 
English American Underwriters and Conti- 
nental, has removed his office from the Carew 
building to the Mitchell block. 
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AMONG THE MUTUALS. 


Cincinnati. Which Failed in 1890, Reminds 
Policy-Holders of Their Obligations. 


Quite a stir has been created by the action of 
Receiver Judge Swing, of the Union Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company of Cincinnati, which 
failed in 1890, in levying a second assessment 
for the purpose of paying the obligations of the 
The assessments run for 
amounts as high as $100 and over for each policy, 
and there is consequently gnashing of teeth by 
those who imagined they were well rid of the 
company. 


concern, 


The present assessment is on a class 
of policy holders who were not expecting any 
such action. The old Union Mutual issued two 
classes of policies, premium note and what it 
cailed short term (one year) participating poli- 
cies. The short term participating policies were 
on the cash plan, that is the premiums were 
charged and paid a year in advance and a divi- 
dend declared of the profits at the end of the 
year. The policy stipulated that its holder was 
not subject to assessments. Consequently, 
when the company failed, the receiver levied 
only on the premium notes. He has since 
found, he says, that a mutual company is not 
governed under the Ohio law by its contract, 
but is regulated by the law of the state, which 
says members of a mutual company are liable 
for its obligations. He has therefore proceeded 
to levy assessments under this ruling for some 
$40,000, and many members who had even for- 
gotten they were ever members of the company 
are being called on for substantial amounts. 
The company was managed by the notorious E. 
H. Williams, and in his eagerness to get a vol- 
ume of premiums he accepted business from all 
parts of the country. In about two years the 
company failed with over $60,000 outstanding 
indebtedness. The first assessment on the note 
policies, which at that time were the only ones 
it was supposed were assessable, brought in 
about $30,000, it is said, but the expenses of col- 
lection were so heavy no dividend has yet been 
declared. It develops that the old directors of 
the company, who were generally very respected 
citizens of the community, have combined and 
purchased at from 15 to 25 cents on the dollar, 
about all the outstanding claims and are holding 
them until all the assessments are collected and 
a settlement had with the receiver. It would 
be very difficult to apportion a dividend proper- 
ly now, for the reason that each policy pays its 
share only of the losses incurred while it was in 
force. The directors are taking their present 


course in order that this enormous detail will 


not have to be gone through with, and also to 
protect so far as possible any reflection that 
may be cast on them. It is said they have paid 
considerably more for the claims than they can 
possibly realize from them. 

An interesting phase of the case is the point 
involved where policies were written in states 
in which the Union Mutual was not authorized. 
The supreme court has decided that while prop- 
erty in states where the company was not au- 
thorized, written in Ohio or some state where it 
was authorized, are liable for the assessment, 
policies written in unauthorized territory can- 
not be made to bear their share of the levy. At 
the same time the receiver takes the stand that 
holders of these policies are morally bound to 
stand their share along with the rest, but he ad- 
mits he cannot collect from them by law, in 
case they refuse. It is not likely that many of 
these assessments will be paid. There are al- 
ready 150 suits pending in various parts of the 





: ‘ | 
country, brought by the receiver, but in no case 
has he sued holders of policies which were writ- | 


ten underground. The old secretary, E. H. 
Williams, who possesses all the old records and 
has most of the evidence, is retained by the re- 
ceiver to assist in the prosecution of the suits 
for the collection of the assessments. Attorney 
Robert S. Fulton, whose office is in the John- 
ston Building, Cincinnati, is also engaged on 
the side of the receiver. The expenses have 
been very heavy, and it is very unlikely that 
claimants will receive more than ten per 
cent. The receiver states that it is entirely un- 
likely that any more assessments will be made, 
though it is recognized there will not be enough 
to pay the claims in full. 

The disgraceful failure and unscrupulous man- 
agement of the Union Mutual were a blot on the 
fair name of the city and the state, and did 
much to injure the cause of mutual insurance. 
After all, however, the results were no worse 
than they would have been under similar cir- 
cumstances with a stock company, only the loss 
would have fallen on the stockholders instead 
of the members. The Union Mutual case sim- 
ply is another proof, of which there have al- 
ready been too many, that a mutual company 
should be always‘conducted conservatively by 
capable men, and should maintain a substantial 
cash reserve fund for contingencies. Such com- 
panies are undoubtedly as good and safe as the 
average stock company. 


WILL RETIRE FROM BUSINESS. 





People’s Mutual of Ravenna Will Give Up 
the Fight. 

It is learned that at a meeting of the board 
of directors last week of the People’s Mutual 
Fire of Ravenna it was decided to quit business 
on December 3!st, making an assessment on the 
premium notes to liquidate present indebted- 
ness. E. M. Waller, the well-known local 
agent of Ravenna, was secretary, and the com- 
pany did a general business throughout Ohio. 
The discontinuance will not effect in any way 
the standard mutual companies of Ohio, as it 
has been predicted for at least a year or two that 
the People’s would be forced to succumb. The 
company was organized in 1876, and during its 
lifetime collected $289,070 in premiums and 
assessments. It has been honestly and conserv- 
atively managed, but has run behind in the 


past few years. On the first of the present year | 


it had a net cash deficit of $1,199.70, and there 
was an item of borrowed money of $2,500, se- 
cured by the personal endorsements of the 
president and secretary, who did everything 
they could for the good of the company. For 
several years it has been on the ‘‘ragged edge,”’ 
and its going out will create little, if any sur- 
prise. 


The Mutual Underwriters’ Association, com- 


posed of the leading mercantile and manufac- | 
turers’ mutual fire companies of the west, and | 


of which Frank W. Purmort of Van Wert, O., 
secretary of the Central Manufacturers’, was 
chairman, has dissolved. J. H. Ridgway, the 
secretary, will, after January Ist, act as field 
supervisor for the Manufacturers’ & Mer- 
chants’ and Central Manufacturers’ for Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Wisconsin and Michigan. 


In the issue of November 25th error was made 
by our correspondent in furnishing the premium 
tax returns from Fulton county covering the 
agency of F. W. Wood of Fayette. Mr. Wood’s 
figures were given at the amount of taxes paid 
on the business he wrote, instead of the amount 
of business itself, which showed his business up 
in a ridiculously small light. Mr. Wood has the 
third largest agency in the county, his correct 
figures as reported being : North America $570 ; 
Phoenix, Conn., $240; National $510; German 
of Freeport $1,100. Total $2,420. 
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CLASSES MONNETT WITH McNALL. 





Monnett as a Republican and Protectionist 
Inconsistent in His Treatment of the 
Insurance Companies. 

The following on the present fire insurance 
situation in Ohio is from the pen of a well- 
known insurance man, who furnishes it for 
publication. 

‘Insurance is either legitimate or illegitimate, 
though if one could follow the sensational daily 
paper writer with his somersault notices of the 
antics of Attorney General Monnett he would 
conclude that it was piracy. Insurance compa- 
nies cannot afford to conduct their business con- 
trary to law, and the claim is that it is not so 
conducted, though if Monnett, who stands as 
the self constituted usurper of the Insurance 
Comunissioners’ office, is right in his claims, the 
sooner he wins his suits before the Supreme 
Court, the better, for it will necessitate the com- 
panies to either leave the state entirely or fight 
for their existence by an appeal direct to the 
people, through a campaign of education. 

Movements of the character inaugurated by 
the Attorney General are generally supposed to 
be for good or evil, but if it is as reported that 
the companies have asked not once, but several 
times for his interpretation of the law, which 
they pledged themselves to comply with, and he 
has refused, it isan open question whether some 
ulterior motive has not started this upon the 
latter course. 

Insurance is legitimate and is not unlike any 
other business in profit making, though dis- 
similar in other features from merchants and 
manufacturers; and without the experience tables 
it assumes a species of speculation, though no 
more so than other businesses when the customs 
and demands for them are withdrawn. 

All life and interests are a series of speculation, 
made legitimate by the social customs of the 
world, but all Insurance from the standpoint of 
Monnett, McNall & Co., is wholesale highway 
theft. McNall is called a populist, Monnett was 
elected to office upon the Republican ticket, 
though there is no difference between these men 
as to their motives in the destruction of capital; 
and the great Republican party gives honor to 
such a man! 

In the last, Presidential campaign the manu- 
facturers went up and down the land preaching 
protection, but it seems that it was entirely for 
the manufacturer, for you cannot find many who 
support the idea outside of these interests; every- 
thing else must be upon a free trade basis, and 
Monnett’s course is approved by most, according 
to the recent election. 

If protection is good for the manufacturer it 
is also good for others, and should be recognized 
to the degree of safety in everything, or other- 
wise the policy of free trade should prevail. 

No, rather let us have a clearing of the decks 
and all the antagonizing elements to capital and 
prosperity be either driven from power or 
chained to the masthead of populism where it 
belongs. Let the companies inaugurate a vigor- 
ous policy of education among the people, and 
in a little time their prejudice will be dispelled 
when there can be no excuse for the Monnetts 
and McNalls."’ 


GENERAL FIRE NOTES. 

E. B. Magnus, president of the Broadway, has 
resigned. 

C. W. Strevey, of Sedalia, Ohio, has entered 
the insurance business. 

Hanna and Kridler have succeeded to the 
agency of E, E. Hanna of Salem, Ohio. 

Joseph J. Devney of Ashtabula, Ohio, has gone 
into the real estate and insurance business. 








The Lancashire is organizing an American an- 
nex of the same name, with headquarters in 
New York. 

Sam H. Plumer has purchased a half interest 
in the insurance agency of C. P. Cochran of 
Marietta. 


Judge Samuel W. Smith, aged 82, a director 
in the National of Cincinnati since 1851, its 
organization, died last week. 


Cory L. Lane of Bellefontaine, Ohio, for- 
merly the leading local agent, has been acquit- 
ted on the charge of embezzlement. 


Ed. Young, a local agent of Gambier, Ohio, 


| has removed to Mt. Vernon, and purchased the 


insurance business of the late Howard Harper, 


| who suicided. 


Mrs. E. M. Moore, mother of the president of 
the Continental, died a week ago Sunday. The 
wife of George L. Chase, president of the Hart- 
ford, died two weeks ago to-day. 


The Concordia’s new company, to be known 


| as the Wisconsin Fire Insurance Company, will 


be ready to begin business February Ist. It 
will have a capital of $200,000 and a surplus of 
25,000, 


The companies and amounts on the loss on W. 
D. Freeman’s perfumery factory at 617 Race 
street, are: Royal $5,500; Pacific $1,600; Security 
$2,000; North America $2,000; Phoenix of Hart- 
ford $2,000. 


Charles F. Knecht, late secretary of the Day- 
ton Underwriter’s Association, has adjusted his 


differences as to salary due under his contract 


running to January 1798, and will engage in in- 
dependent adjusting. 


It seems there will be no quail banquet this 
year. The time for it is past, and, though there 
was some talk of it some time ago, nothing is 
heard of it now. John Kelly wasin Ohio last 
week, but it does not appear that any arrange- 
ments were made. 


The new Butler building on West Sixth street, 
Cincinnati, was written by W.P. Dolle, of the 


| Squire, Hahn & App agency, at 30 cents, 10 


C. A. Ross, resigned. 


cents below the regular rate. He also offered to 
write the -printing establishment contents at 60 
cents, but was turned down. 


Mr. C. T. Deatrick, of the well-known De- 
fiance local agency of John F. Deatrick & Son, 
has been appointed first assistant state agent of 
the Home of New York for Ohio, succeeding 
Mr. Deatrick has had 


| some experience as an adjuster of fire losses, 
| and is considered a capable field man in every 


way. 


J. I. Lynch, formerly a leading local agent of 
Canton, Ohio, and who has for some years past 
shot the quail which are eaten at the annual 
quail banquets of the Ohio field men at the Hol- 


| lenden, Cleveland, started for Texas last week. 


He will take up his permanent residence there 
if he likes the country. It is understood there 
will be no quail banquet this year. 


E. L. Allen, vice-president of the German- 
American of New York, has been elected presi- 
dent. Those who have watched the record of 
the German American since he removed from 
Chicago to take the active management of it, 
are not surprised at this mark of appreciation by 


| the directors. Who can now say that Mr. Silvey’s 


| merich has been chosen vice-president. 


L. A. Dom- 
A. A. 


chair was too large for Mr. Allen? 


Strother has been made president of the Ger- 
man Alliance, the tender to the German Amer- 
ican, and Charles A. Hoyt and E. L,. Allen vice- 
presidents. 


RE One 
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CURRENT LIFE TOPICS. 


THAT $1,000,000 PoLicy. 

There are innumerable stories floating around 
regarding the $1,000,000 policy on the life of 
George W. Vanderbilt, issued by the Mutual 
Life, mostly in regard to the commission paid 
Alvah W. Brown, the agent who is said to have 








placed the insurance. It is very improbable that | 


the company or Mr. Brown will give out the de- 
tails of the transaction. 
Mr. Richard A. McCurdy, president of the Mu- 
tual, negotiated the policy, and that no commis- 
sion was paid; that Mr. Brown received a flat 
cominission of 55 per cent.; that he had the op- 
tion of 60 per cent. flat 10 per cent. annual re- 
newal during the life of the policy and that he 
chose the latter. 
be true except that it does not seem reasonable 
that no commission was paid at all. This is ab- 
surd. Suppose Mr. McCurdy did write the ap- 
plication ; that does not mean that he did not 
receive a commission. ‘There is no reason why 
he should not get a commission the same as an 
agent. We know it to be a fact that the officers 
of most companies at least, considerably enhance 
their remuneration by commissions on their per- 
sonal business. And they are generally allowed 
the limit of commissions, too. We are surprised 
that only 55 or 60 per cent. commission was paid, 
if the other assertions are correct. The meanest 
agent in the employ of the Mutual Life can do 
better on the 20 payment contracts than 60 per 
cent. at this time of the year. If Mr. Brown 
would have come to us we could have “‘ put him 
onto’’ a place where he could have gotten 80 
percent. We are surprised, with his facilities 
as a metropolitan general agent in New York, 
where it is admitted commissions are about the 
highest in the country, that for such a handsome 
policy as $1,000,000 Mr. Brown only received 60 
per cent. Barring the possibility of death by 
accident in the jungle in India, where Mr. Van- 
derbilt has gone to hunt, the risk is undoubtedly 
a good one. ‘The dangers of hunting are not so 
greatas formerly. The deal on the whole ap- 
pears to be an exceptionally good one for the 
Mutual Life, Mr. Brown and Mr. Vanderbilt, 
especially if a liberal reinsurance was effected. 
Then the advertising it gave the company must 
be worth something. 
++ ++ 

UNION CENTRAL’S LIFE RATE ENDOWMENT. 

The Union Central has matured one of its life 
rate endowments under exceptionally good con- 
ditions for the assured. Much as may be said 
against the uncertainty of this form of endow- 
ment, it is certainly true where a policy of this 
kind is carried to its maturity, the results are 
most satisfactory. Policy No. 16,258, issued No- 
vember 15, 1875, ten payment, matured just 22 
years later, and paid out $5,190.35. J. M. Mc- 
Peck of Marysville, Ohio, carried the policy. 
The amount received in excess of the premiums 
paid was $2,685.35, or a little over six per cent. 
simple interest on the premiums from the date 
of their payment until the maturity of the con- 
tract. Six per cent. simple interest on your 
money in addition to insurance free for twenty 
years, is not so bad and there are probably few 
companies that could do so well. 

++ + 
CHARLES FLEISCHMAN’S INSURANCE. 

Charles Fleischman, the late Cincinnati mil- 
lionaire, carried $255,000 insurance, $100,000 in 
the Equitable, $100,000 in the New York, $30,- 
000 in the Mutual Life and $25,000 in the Mu- 
tual Benefit. Mr. Fleischman has not been in- 
surable for the last ten years or so, The Equit- 
able policies, aggregating $100,000, were written 


Either or none of these may | 





It has been stated that | 





some eleven years ago. The premium on $85,- 
000, amounting to 44 hundred and some dollars, 
was due three days after his death. Mr. Fleisch- 
man signed the check for it himself and it was 
sent to the Equitable office. The amount, of 
course, was returned to the estate, as it had been 
paid before it was due. 
+ + 
AMERICAN UNION WILL WIN OUT. 

Mr. Moore Sanborn, superintendent of agents 
of the American Union, was in Cincinnati Sat- 
urday looking for a successor to R. B. Gibson, 
general agent, who has resigned. He is on his 
way East after an extended trip through the 
South and Southwest. The American Union 
has made great strides the present year, and 
will show at least 50 per cent increase all around. 
It is no small task to introduce a new company 
all over the country at once, as the American 
Union is being introduced, and the work of Mr. 
Sanborn as superintendent of the field work has 
certainly been very creditable. In the present 
status of the business, when there is too little of 
it to satisfy the established companies, a new 
company, be it ever so excellent, has a hard 
time gaining a foothold. We believe that the 
American Union progressive tactics will win out 
in the end, and that it will not be long before 
its present policy will result in a desirable es- 
tablished business. It has certainly shown 
pluck and well-directed energy so far. 


-- -+ 


There is considerable rebating in Chicago life 
insurance circles, especially in the cases of three 
Eastern companies that are members of the 
anti-rebate compact. In some instances as 
much as 85 per cent. of the agent’s commission 
has been rebated. The managers of other com- 
panies are much aroused over it and will take 
some action, 


7 +e 
The New York Life Convention at Chicago 
was a great success. There were over 250 agents 


present, 150 from the city and over 100 from 
states in the central department. The Ohio 
contingent showed up well. A banquet was 
held at the Victoria and afterwards the agents 
assembled to listen to Vice President Perkins, 
Superintendent of Agents Kingsley and Inspec- 
tor of Agents Buckner. 


George B. Speer, superintendent special ordi- 
nary agencies of the Prudential, was in Cincin- 
nati on the 13th. 

Assistant Superintendent I. C. Stewart of the 
Prudential at Sandusky will be transferred in 
the same capacity on December 27 to Middle- 
town, succeeding J. W. Bunnell, resigned. 

L. D. Drewry, state agent at Cincinnati of the 
Mutual Benefit Life, has purchased a lot on the 
northwest corner of Madison pike and Linwood 
avenue, and will build a substantial residence in 
the spring. 


J. B. Ketcham, who died in Chicago recently, 
but who was a native of Toledo, carried $60,000 
in the New York Life. $5,000 of this was made 
payable to his first wife. It had been taken out 
before the divorce was obtained and had never 
been changed. $35,000 of the amount was ex- 
tended insurance, no premiums having been 
paid since last July. 


Superintendent C. H. Keppel of Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., for the Prudential, has been transferred 
in a similar capacity to New Albany, Ind., suc- 
ceeding Superintendent F. W. S. Brookes, who 
has been transferred to St. Louis. Assistant C. 
Sauer succeeds Mr. Keppel as superintendent at 
Ft. Wayne, and Agent F. S. Schultz succeeds 
Mr. Sauer. 








_ LIFE INSURANGE NEWS. 


PRUDENTIAL’S NEW DEPARTURE. 





Will Issue Annual Dividend, Annual Cash 
Value Policies from January 1, 1898. 

It can be authoritatively stated that the Pru- 
dential will on January Ist announce its decis- 
ion to put into the field a new set of policies, the 
feature of which will be that they provide for 
annual dividends and liberal annual cash sur- 
render values, ii addition tothe advantages in- 
corporated in present policies. This departure 
on the part of a company of the importance of 
the Prudential is a marked victory for the cause 
of annual dividends and annual cash settlements, 
and the company is bound to profit by its in- 
creased liberality. The Prudential is probably 
today making history and progress faster than 
any other company, and at its present pace it 
will only be a few years before it will rank with 
the giants. Its wonderful organization, embody- 
ing thousands of men, its industrial and special 
ordinary departments, insure continued steady 
progress. Since it began issuing its guaranteed 
five per cent. bond, a stock policy with every 
figure guaranteed and showing a result of five 
per cent. interest as an investment, the Pruden- 
tial has been a factor in the ordinary field, re ach- 
ing out for business among the very best class 
of people. The ordinary business written by 
the industrial agents is necessarily largely drawn 
from the middle classes, but the establishment 
of the ordinary department places the company 
in line for a better class of risks. 

It is not known what the guarantees will be 
in the new policies, but it is safe to say they will 
be liberal, and will compare favorably with 
those of other companies. 


New York Life’s Accumulation. 

It is stated that one of the changes the New 
York Life will make on the first of the year is 
that of increasing the rate of its old accumula- 
tion policies (not those with guaranteed cash 
surrender values, which are already based on 
three per cent reserve) to conform with a three 
and one-half per cent reserve basis. It is under- 
stood the company is contemplating some new 
and important departure, which will be made 
public early in January. 


New Life Association for Cincinnati. 


Charles F. Ritter, district superintendent of 
the Mutual Life of New York at Cincinnati, hay- 
ing charge of territory in Southern Ohio, will 
resign January Ist, and with other gentlemen 
will organize a new company under the assess- 
ment laws. It is understood the company will 
push a copyrighted plan, an improvement on 
the system utilized by the Bankers Life of Iowa 
and its many imitators. Mr. Ritter is a shrewd 
and experienced life underwriter, and although 
he has not yet revealed the details of his plan, 
it is believed to be a good one. It is 
generally admitted that the Iowa Bankers 
system is a safe and conservative one, exploiting 
the theory of pure life insurance devoid of in- 
vestment in a scientific and commendable man- 
ner. Active work will be begun on the new 
company January Ist. when Mr. Ritter’s resig- 
nation takes effect. 


The Equitable’s Plans for 1898, 

The Equitable has decided to somewhat re- 
arrange its policy forms for 1898, the new adjust- 
ment being along the lines of the recent innova- 
tion in the basis of reserves announced a short 
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time ago. 
will be dropped entirely, and others readjusted 
to 3% percent. These are the Joint Life policies, 
Children’s Endowments, the old Annuity forms, 
Free Tontines, and the Bond policies. They 
are all based on 4 per cent. 

At least two new forms will be introduced for 
the first of the year. One of these is a duplicate 
of the Mutual Life’s Gold Bond Continuous In- 
stalment Policy which made such a stir two 
years ago whén handled only by the executive 
specials working direct from the home office, 
and who were not authorized to accept anything 
smaller than a $10,000 application. The Equi- 
table will put a duplicate of this in the general 
field. The other new form will be on the 3 per 
cent. basis, but its nature has not yet been made 
known. 

It is noticeable that while the Equitable for a 
year or two back has been doing a good fair 
business, it has at no time within that period 
resorted to high pressure or expensive methods. 
It has shunned the offering of bonuses, large ad- 
vances and other perquisites of a ‘‘phenomenal”’ 
business. It is stated that at the beginning of 
the hard times President Hyde laid down a well- 
outlined course to go slow until conditions re- 
gained their normal status. He is quoted as 
having said that the other companies could use 
their money if they wished in forcing business 
at a heavy expense, but that none of the Equi- 
table’s surplus would go for that until the times 
were more propitious. President Hyde’s wise 
decision is probably the cause of the Equitable’s 
being so little heard of compared with the Mu- 
tual and New York Life, with both of which it 
formerly vied for the honor and fame of being 
the ‘‘biggest’’? company. 


Ohio Life Appointments. 


The following are the life insurance agency 
appointments that have been made in Ohio 
during the past two weeks: 

Aetna—P. C. Fullmer, West Jefferson; C. 
Locke Curtis, Toledo. 


Canada—P. F. Wilkinson, Cleveland; L. Van | 


Noorden, Toledo; E. H. Coe, Dayton; T. H. 
Bennett, Dayton; Ralph Briggs, Cleveland; J. 
W. Adams, Findlay; Wm. Allen, Toledo; Robt. 
R. Willis, Toledo; Geo, Arter, Cleveland. 

Fidelity Mutual—Louis H. Allen, Cleveland. 

Home—Franklin P. McClellan, Hamilton; 
John A. Cisco, Xenia; Portland C. Fullmer, W. 
Jefferson. 

Kansas Mutual—B. H. Evans, Plain City. 

nen Mo.—P. J. Magly & Son, Colum- 
bus; C. S. Billman, Dayton. 

Manhettan—M. L,. Marshall, Haverhill. 

Masachusetts Mutual—Nellie B. Boyer, Cin- 
cinnati; Melville A. Cochran,,Cincinnati; Dan’l 
W. Reese, Findlay; H. R. Groff, Cleveland. 

Mutual Reserve—G. H. Moffett, Wellsville; 
Jos. G. Grubaugh, Mansfield; Dr Buckner H. 
Payne, Columbus, 

Mutual Benefit—Arthur J. Birdseye, Cincin- 
nati; Jos. O. Hallowell, Cincinnati; C. H. P. 
Roney, Cincinnati; C. M. Torrence, Ripley. 


Mutual, N. Y.—B. E. Place, Galvin; L. C. 
Barker, Galvin; Miss Sarah M. Marvin, Mans- 
field; Geo. L. Mong, Minerva. 

New York—W. E. Lantz, Luckey; T. D. Ulp, 
Warren. 


N. W. Mutual—Leland Abell, 
H. Muller, Cleveland; 
D. B. Shaw, 


Cortland; D. 
Geo. Conner, Byesville; 
New Comerstown; J. L Borchers, 


Rockford; G. M. Peffer, Piqua; Robt. E. Davis, 
Lima. 

Phoenix Mutual—FE. J. Job, Niles. 

Prov. Sav.—Benj. F. Albright, Bryan; M. E. 


Cozad, Cleveland; J. Mack Taylor, Canton. 

State Mutual—R. C. Acheson, Zanesville; R. 
H. Hawkins, E. Liverpool; J R. Hadley, Cleve- 
land; F. P. Owen, Cleveland; W. A_ Strayer, 
Canton. 

Travelers—Geo. G. Brown, Cleve'and; Wm. 
D. Dougherty, Avery; John R. Shodle, Center- 
burg; C. A. Krier, Malta; Ellen P. Becker, 


Several 4 per cent. reserve policies 











Lowell; Lyman H. Ashley, Marengo; J. M. Mc- 
Cloy, New Comerstown; F.M Matson, Philo; 
M. F, Ater, Putnam; W. H. Gedde, Relief; J. J. 
Montgomery, Roxbury; C. H. Fouts, Stock- 
port; J. O. Cullen, Waterford; C. H. Jordan, W. 
Marietta; C. W. Kisling, Wooster. 

Union Mutual—Marion M. Dumble, Marion. 


OHIO LIFE PREMIUMS. 


Compiled by Counties. from the Tax Re- 
turns made to the Coanty Auditors. 


NOTE.—THE OHIO UNDERWRITER has arranged to 
compile this information for all the counties in Ohio, 
and will publish from issue to issue, as fast as received, 
until the entire state has been covered. It is suggested 
that those interested in these returns preserve the files, 
as no extra copies will be kept on hand to fill back 
orders. The leading towns of each county are specified. 








NOTICE. 

Owing to the lateness of the season, there will 
be no more premium returns published after 
this issue, covering the year 1896. The figures 
for nearly all the counties, including all of the 
more important ones, have been published. Ar- 
rangements will be made early next year for 
the publication in a more complete and con- 
venient form, of the returns for 1897. Follow- 
ing is an index showing the counties whose re- 
turns have been published, and the issues in 
which they appeared: 


COUNTY. ISSUE, 


COUNTY. ISSUE. 
Allen. .August 19 | Licking. September 16 
Ashland. December 9 | Logan ..September 16 
Athens. September 16 | Lucas August 19 
Auglaize.SeptemberJ6 | Mahoning.....Dec. 9 
Brown October 28 | Marion. November 25 
Butler October 28 | Medina October 28 
Champaign. August 19 | Meigs October 28 
Clark October 28 | Miami. August 19 
Columbiana.. Nov. 25 | Morgan October 28 
Crawford. October 28 | Muskingum... .Dec. 9 
Darke. ..November 25 | Ottawa. November 25 
Delaware. August 19 | Paulding..December 9 
Fayette..September 16 | Perry December 23 
Franklin......Sept. 30 | Pike. .. October 28 
Fulton. September 16 | Portage September 16 
Gallia.....October 28 | Preble. November 25 
Geauga..September 16 | Richland... August 19 
Greene... .October 28 | Ross .October 28 
Guernsey..December9 | Scioto October 28 
Hamilton .May 13 | Stark . December 9 
Hancock Sept. 16 | Summit August 19 
Hardin August 19 | Trumbull Sept. 16 
Harrison Sept. 16 | Van Wert Sept 16 
Highland. .. Sept. 16 | Vinton. November 25 
Henry .December23 | Wayne. September 16 
Jackson... .October 28 | Williams .Nov. 25 
Knox.. December 23 | Wood .August 19 


Lawrence. .October 28 





Wyandot Sept. 16 


Henry County. 


Napoleon—Mutual Benefit 6,757; 
1,508; *Michigan 1,155; *Phoenix 474; Equita- 
ble N. Y. 388; *Northwestern 260; *Metropoli- 
tin 256; *Mutual N. Y. 222; Provident Savings 
105; Connecticut 79; Aetna 19; Employers 
Liability 25. 


*New York 





*Net. 
Huron County. 
Norwalk—Equitable, N. Y. 10,061; Mutual N 
Y. 6,449; New York 5,567; Prudential 2,852: 
National, Vt.* 1777; Michigan 1,684; Northwes- 
tern 1,606; Metropolitan 1,187; Mutual Benefit 
854 Connecticut 772; Phoenix 566; Pacific 474; 
Home 433; Massachusetts 332; Penn. 221; 
Manhattan 181; State Mutual 135; United 
States 99; Union Mutual 35; New England 23; 
Aetna 16. Casualty: Travelers 657; Standard 
1202 Aetna Acci. 354. Total $36,755. 


Jefferson County. 


Steubenville—Metropolitan 29,818; Equitable; 
N. Y. 10,374; Prudential 8,095; New York 
7,186; Mutual 3,615; Nortwestern 2,672; Mich- 


igan 1,792; John Hancock 1,398; National, Vt. 
United States 905; 


1,383; Aetna 1,372; Mu- 


| 
| 


tual Benefit 809; Connecticut 794; State Mu- 


tual 601; American Union 502; Home 250; 
Union Mutual 187; Phoenix 143; Washington 
140; Pacific 10. Total $72,046. 


Knox County. 


| we. Vernon— Mutual N. Y. 4,883; New York 
1,246; Equitable N Y. 2,660; Northwestern 
2,371; Metropolitan 1,992; John Hancock 1,770; 
State Mutual 909; Connecticut 630; Travelers 
597; Mutual Benefit 580; New England 508; 
Aetna 460; Manchester 390; Provident L. & T. 
322; Kansas 295; United States 278; Manhattan 
263; Pacific 249; Michigan 168; Union 109; 
Home 42; Standard 168; Aetna 124. 
Perry County. 

John Hancock 2,756; Michigan 1,415; Washing- 
ton 1,086; New York 935; Equitable, NY. 
811; Mutual, N Y. 691; Manhattan 646; North- 
western (S. H. Marvin, Columbus )* 502; £3.55 
Trask, Cleveland) 483; National 469; Home 
304; Mutual Benefit 214: Connecticut 150; 
Phoenix 116; Employers Liability 527. 


LIFE NOTES. 
The Metropolitan Life willon January Ist put 


| out a renewable term policy. 





C. A. Thompson, formerly Cincinnati man- 
ager of the Provident Savings, is dead. 


It is rumored that the New York Life will cut 
commissions on the first of the year, partly on 
account of the Nylic. 

The Mutual Life has opened a women’s de- 
partment at Cincinnati to be in charge of Mrs. 
Annie Marsh Youmans. 


The Union Central wrote last week a $100,000 
policy on the life of H. C. Lytton, of Chicago, 
through Manager E. A. Ferguson. 


Hubert Cillis, secretary of the Germania Life, 


| will also fill the duties of vice-president, now 





that Mr. Doremus has been elected president. 


R. T. Savin, Cincinnati manager of the New 
York Life, and four of his agents, attended the 
general convention at Chicago last Thursday. 


Mr. Cornelius Doremus, vice-president of the 
Germania Life, has been elected to the presi- 


| dency, succeeding Hugo Wesendonck, resigned. 


M. E. Cozad, for some years past superintend- 
ent of agents of the National Life with Olmsted 
Bros., state agents at Cleyeland, has resigned to 


| go with the Provident Savings at Cleveland. 


The A. P. A. has made arrangements to place 
its insurance in the Fidelity Mutual of Phila- 
delphia. The company it first arranged with, 
the Eastern Mutual of New Jersey, has gone out 


| of business. 


The Security Trust offices for Southern Ohio 
have been removed from the St. Paul building 
to rooms 55-56 Mitchell building, Cincinnati. 


| Mr. H. C. Mead has taken in as partner his 


brother Noble K. Mead, and the firm will here- 
after be H. C. & N. K. Mead. 


In the suit brought by the Kansas Mutual 
Lite Insurance Company against William $ 
and C. C. Croy, of Columbus, to recover on a 
bond for tnoney advanced, the defendants an- 
swer and say that on May 5, 1895, the plaintiff 
settled with Charles C. Croy for $450, thereby 
releasing the defendants from any liability. 


W ANT E D—Experienced handler of 

Agents with a large ac- 
quaintance through Ohio and adjoining states 
wishes position as field superintendent with 





| some good life company in Ohio, or will 
| take general agency in partnership with a 


good man, for a first-class company. Ad- 
dress Box M, Ohio Underwriter. 
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NEW APPOINTMENTS. 


Complete List of New Agencies Placed in 
Ohio in the Last Two Weeks. 


Following are the fire insurance agency ap- 
pointments that have been made in Ohio in the 
last two weeks: 


Aetna—Thos. O. Harris, Antwerp; A. Coulter, 
Parkman; B. M. Allen, Rawson. 

Agricultural—Ward & Boyle, Circleville. 

American, Pa.—Frank Free, Greenfield. 

Buffalo Commercial—Edgar B. Flack & Co., 
Tiffin; J. H. Bolton, Findlay. 

Buffalo German—J. H. Bolton, Findlay; E. 
B. Flack & Co., Tiffin. 

Continental—Mrs. Ida Gesheider, 
ville. 

Citizens, Mo.—Louis E. Guntrum, Cincinnati. 

Firemans Fund—R. B. Corwin, Lebanon. 

Firemens, N. J.—O. H. Stevens, Mt. Vernon. 

Franklin, Pa.—Oscar W. Squier, Kenton. 

Greenwich—R. B. Crawford, Jr., Massillon; 
Benj. H. Linton, Steubenville; Addison Palmer, 
Zanesville. 

German Alliance—F. W. Peters, Marion; F. 
M. Hedges, Urbana. 

German American—W. A. Brown, Crooks- 
ville. 

State of Pennsylvania—Chas, V. Rice, Fre- 
mont. 

North America—H. V. Y. Weaver, Roseville; 
Geo. P. Stiles, Cardington; Thos. D. Harris, 
Antwerp; A. L. Foster, Middletown; Wm. S. 
Evans, Orrville. 

Imperial—C. A. Leech, Uhrichsville; M. A. 
McConnell, Coshocton; Edgar A. Walter, New 
Philadelphia; Burton D. Herron, Mt. Vernon. 

Manut. & Merch.—C. J. Dauner, Cincinnati; 

New Hampshire—J. W. Weidner, Dayton. 

N. W. National—D. D. Sigler, Piqua. 

Orient—Wm. A. Mosgrove, Jr., Urbana; R. 
Schryver, Mt. Sterling. 

Pennsylvania—Wood & Thrush, Lithopolis; 
Wm. A. Gipson, Upper Sandusky. 

Phoenix, Conn.—W. M. Presler, Adrian; J. 
R. Miller, New Washington; J. S. Maxwell, 
Steubenville; E. M. Young, Mt. Vernon; Car- 
penter & Nye, Delaware; A. R. Hawthorne, 
Troy; F. H. Hammer, Cincinnati; Frank Saw- 
yer, Norwalk. 

Rochester German—Alex. R. Hawthorne, 
Troy; Elija W. Hill, East Liverpool. 

Sun—Josiah C. Ault, Steubenville. 

Union, Eng.—F. P. Thomas & Co., Cleve- 
land. 

Union, Pa.—Elliott & Ault, Akron. 

Victoria—F. P. Thomas & Co., Cleveland, 

Weschester— Wm. E. Sponsler, Fostoria. 

Underwriters of Pennsylvania—F. B, Corbin, 
Delaware; B. C. Coleman, Dayton; J. G. Mc- 
Cune, Sidney. 


Steuben- 


John N. Glidden, an old time insurance man 
of Cleveland, has taken the district agency of 
the Pacific Mutual Life & Accident for Cincin- 
nati, with office in the Goodall building. 


The Ironton (O.) /rontonian states that the 
citizens of Ironton have been paid, by the life 
companies about $75,000, and by the fire com- 
panies about $70,000, thus making nearly $150,- 
000 received in Ironton during 1897. 


Charles L. Raymond, Detroit city agent for the 
Fidelity & Casualty for several years, where he 
has made an excellent record and acquired a 
large business, has resigned to take the manage- 
ment for Southern Michigan of the London 
Guaranteé & Accident. Mr. Raymond is sure 
to make a good record with his new company. 


There is a rumor out that some change is to 
take place in connection with the Travelers’ 
liability agency in Cincinnati before long. The 
Travelers, formerly quite conservative on liabil- 
ity in Ohio, has opened up somewhat the pres- 
ent year and it is said will write $100,000 in pre- 
miums. 


plies and advertising novelties. 
charge sample pages and descriptive circulars. 
mail. 


EXPIRATION REGISTERS. 


DAILY CALENDAR, for ten years, designed for 
eity agencies. Enables expirations to be referred 
to at a moment’s notice, fifty entries being allowed 
toa page. The Twelve Months are divided by manilla 
sheets, with leather marginal index tabs. Made of the 
best Ledger Linen stock and handsomely ruled. 
Bound in full Russia leather, spring back, ends and 
fronts. Form No. 104 contains 438 pages, one to 
each day in the year and the remainder divided be- 
tween the months to provide for contingencies, the 
first and second days of each month being given two 
pages each instead of one. Price, with sheep sides 
$11.00; with cloth sides $10.00. Form No. 105 of 
this register is the same as above, but with 232 
pages, giving one page to each two days, or twenty- 
five lines for each days’ expirations, except the first 
two days of each month which have a page each. 
Allowance is also made for an extra number of en- 
tries each month. Price, with sheep sides $3.00; with 
cloth sides $7.(W). 


“INSURANCE HERALD”, for ten years, designed 
for medium sized agencies. These books are 
divided into twelve months by marginal tabs and 
there are extra pages allotted to the month of Decem- 
ber, so incase any month should become crowded, 
the expirations can be carried forward by reference 
to folios. There is a complete index in front of the 
book for indexing names of policy-holders, so that 
advance expirations can be easily ascertained. Made 
of Ledger Linen stock. No. 101 bound tight back and 
leather corners, rounded, No. 10/2 bound spring back, 
leather corners, rounded. Form No. 101 contai:s 
100 double pages accommodating 375 expirations to 
the month. Price, $3.50. Form No. 102 contains 
150 double pages accommodating 565 expirations to 


the month. Price, $).00. 





| THE“SPECIAL”, Form 106, ruled for ten years, 
designed for small agencies and brokers. Ac- 


commodates 250 expirations tothe month. Made of 


Ledger Linen stock, handsomely and durably bound. 


Self-indexing by months, also contains alphabetical 


Short Proof «f Loss, | Long Proof of Loss, 


Send for samples of 
policy tabels, blotters, 
ealendars and adver- 
tising novelties. 








INSURANCE 


Etna Insurance Building, 


Announcement—Insurance Supplies. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER COMPANY has completed arrangements by which it becomes selling 
agent for Ohio and Michigan for the ‘‘/nsurance Herald’’ Supplies, which are conceded to be the 
cheapest on the market, and which embrace all of the best forms of blanks, policy registers, pocket 
and office expiration books, special agents’ books ; in short, everything in the line of agents’ sup- 
We will at all times be pleased to furnish on application free of 


A postal card request will bring them by the next 


COPIPARE THIS PRICE LIST WITH OTHERS. 


index in front of book, enabling advance expirations 


to be ascertained at a moment’s notice. Price, $2.00 


POCKET EXPIRATION BOOKS, for solicitors 
and customers. Ruled for five years. Thumb 
index by months. Durable, flexible covers. Con- 
venient form, and invaluable to a solicitor. Single 
copies 25 cents: 50 copies $5.00; 100 copies $10.00, with 
card printed on cover. 

CUSTOMERS’ EXPIRATION BOOKS. All sizes, 
styles and prices. Form No. 110, 8x11 inches, 24 
double pages, heavy cloth covers, room for i) en- 
trie-. 12 copies $7.50; 25 copies $12.50. Including 

printing at head of pages. Form No. 111, manu- 

facturer’s form, ruled for eight i'ems under property 
covered ; Form No. 112, merchants form, ruled for 
four items under property covered. Forms No. tit 
and 112, 8%xt% inches, cloth or tag-board covers. 

Cloth covers, 12 double pages, $2.50 per doz.; 24 double 

pages, $3.50 per doz. Tag-board covers, 12 double 


pages, $1.00 per doz. Printing or embossing extra. 


POLICY REGISTERS. 


LOCAL AGENT’S POLICY REGISTER, Form 
108. Size of page 18x11% inches. Best Ledger Linen 
stock Stubs of ample number and thickness provide 
for the excessive bulk of the policy forms when they 
are parted in the book. Superior to all other books 
of the kind. Size No.1 250 double pages. $9.00; size 
No. 2, 3) double pages, $11.50; size No. 3, X”) double 
pages, 13.50, 

COMPANY POLICY REGISTER, Form No. 107. 
Particularly designed for companies to distribute 
among Agents. No stubs or spring backs. double 
pages $2.00; 100 double pages $3.00; 150 double pages 
$4.00. 

FIELDMAN’S READY REFERENCE REC- 
ORD, of premiums and losses by agencies for five 
and seven years, Forms No. ti4and1i5. Form No. 
114, five years, made in three sizes, accommodating 
records of 100, 150 and 200 agencies, respectively. 
10) agencies $1.59; 150 agencies $2.00; 200 agencies 
$2.50. Form No. 115, for seven years, 10 agencies, 

2.00. 


BLANKS. 


Notice Cancellation, | Agreement for Submis 


| 
Form No. 1. Form No. 2. B. | Lost Policy Receipts, Non-Payment of sign te Mgoreeere, 
Premium, ; . 

Per doz.. $0 60 Per doz $075 | Form No 25. Per doz $ 0 Ho 
ee Seer) iow, Sees ae $100 | Form No. 202. “ 80... 1 50 
* 100 wie tan = i . 280 } « 950 20 | Per 100 $110 “100 3 00 
8) Feiaisucse BOE “ 250 700 | «& 509 3 00 “250 200 “« 20 5 00 
* 500 5a * 500 12 00 | “41000 aco] ‘ 50 300] “ 500 7 
“ 4000...... 100 | “ 1000 ... 17 50 } * 4000 100) © 1000 10 00 

ADDRESS : 


OHIO UNDERWRITER CO. 


INSURANCE PUBLISHERS, 


CINCINNATI, 0. 
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AMONG CASUALTY MEN. 


THE PLATE GLASS COMPACT. 








The managements of the Fidelity & Casualty 
and the Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Compa- 
nies cannot consistently in the future urge other 
companies to adhere to regulations or any of 
the ethics of the business any further than their 
best interests justify them in doing. These two 
standard companies, the former in a half-dozen 
lines of miscellaneous insurance, have not the 
right in the future to call on the meanest and 
smallest of their competitors to observe correct 
practices, join the compacts, ‘‘for the business’ 
or do anything for anyone’s sake but 
their own. 


sake 
In many cases both companies have 
taken the initiative in putting to the blush those 
companies that could see their way clear to act 
only as their own best interests dictated without 
regard to their ‘‘more ethical’’ contemporaries. 
Now, after all their vaunted chivalries, they set 
their ‘‘unalterable principles’’ aside and break 
out worse than the veriest rate-cutter of whom 
nothing better is expected. The papers say that 
the plate glass compact will be disrupted and a 
rate-war precipitated because the Fidelity & 
Casualty has ‘‘got it in’’ for the Lloyds for cap- 
turing its Western general agents, who propose 
to hold what business they can for their new 
company, which seems to mean all of it, as the 
local agents throughout the field are standing 
by them. Two of the leading companies of the 
compact have a difference over a personal mat- 
ter which means the loss of business to one, and 
they practically declare rates open, and the 
compact bu’sted. A few months ago they were 
railing at the Central, and the Frankfort, and 
the Western of Peoria, because they wanted to 
stay outside until they could get some business. 
But now it seems different. 

It is plain that plate glass rates are too high. 
It is premiums the companies are after, not 
quality. The plate glass business is in the same 
position as the preferred class of fire risks. The 
rates are too high, abnormal commissions pre- 
vail, rate-cutting is indulged in. The same 
remedy should be applied to plate glass, if har- 
mony is desired. The rates should be reduced 
to a point where the margin would be so small 
that no company could afford to cut rates or 
pay abnormal commissions. The companies 
may not like it, but that is what the business is 
coming to. Plate glass insurance is a business 
of small premiums. Large commissions should 
be paid for it, as they should for preferred fire 
risks, which also call for small premiums. But 
the greed of the companies will prevent abnor- 
mal rates for any length of time, and the sooner 
they get down to rock-bottom, probably the 
better. 


CURIOUS ACCIDENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

An incident has just come out at Indianapolis 
which reiterates the oft-noticed trait in the hu- 
man character when an attempt is made to 
cover up a criminal proceeding. It is well 
known among detectives that a criminal, when 
trying to escape detection by assuming a name 
not his own, invariably adopts some character- 
istic of initial or enunciation by which he can 
be traced, instead of choosing an entirely dis- 
similar name. ‘The case in point is that of Ben 
H. Prather, late secretary of the Commercial 
Travelers’ Accident Assocciation of Indianap- 
olis, who was arrested for collecting on fraudu- 
lent claims. Shortly before his arrest he took 
the state agency of the Aetna Life Accident 
department. It was discovered that one of the 





| 


fraudulent claims which he worked on the Com- 
mercial was, under the policy, stated to be car- 
ried by J. C. Faxon, of Englewood, N. J. It 
was found that in making up his claim Prather 
had appropriated the initials of J. C. Webster, 
vice president of the Aetna Life, the sirname 
of S. W. Faxon, assistant secretary of the 
Aetna, and the name of the New Jersey town 
which is the residence of J. B. Arnold, superin- 
tendent of agencies of the Aetna, who made 
the appointment of Prather to the Indiana state 
agency of the Aetna. 


++ ++ 
CINCINNATI'S TWO NEW COMPANIES. 


It is understood that the organization work of 
both the Ohio Surety Company and the Con- 
tinental Casualty of Cincinnati, will remain in 
stalu quo at least until after the holidays. The 
present is a very hard time to interest capital in 
new companies, and especially just now when 
every one is looking forward to Christmas. It 
is stated that the first organizers of the Ohio 
Surety Company have abandoned the plan, and 
that F. J. Blaine who issued a circular against the 
plan as first set forth, will proceed with the 
work on different lines. The deal to have the 
brokerage firm of Kleybolte & Co. underwrite 
the stock has fallen through. Mr. Blaine has a 
strong following, and it is expected he will be 
successful in his efforts. The work on the Con- 
tinental is proceeding slowly. 


PREFERRED’S NEW SELLER. 





Improvements in Policy Forms for the First 
of the Year. 

The Preferred Accident will, on January Ist, 
put into the field some new forms of policies, 
which will increase its popularity. The Pre- 
ferred has been going on year by year furnishing 
accident insurance cheaper than its contempora- 
ries, its ability to do this lying ill its extremely 
careful selection of risks. One of the new poli- 
cies will be the $12,000 combination annuity, 
annual premium $30, which provides for partial 
disability and $10 per week to the beneficiary 
for ten years. This supplements the old annu- 
ity policy which provides for $10 per week to 
the beneficiary for life. In this poli-y the bene- 
ficiary had to be at least 18 years old, and this 
very frequently prevented its sale to those who 
wished to make their children beneficiary. The 
old policy was not entirely scientific, as there 
was no difference in the premium whether the 
beneficiary was 18 or 80 years old. Under the 
new arrangement the $10 per week is paid for a 
specified time. The other new policy is the 
Straight $10,000 Partial disability, with the an- 
nual preanium $40. These two forms are bound 
to be popular. The Preferred’s action in incor- 
porating in both its new policies the partial disa- 
bility feature, brings to notice a growing ten- 
dency to this plan on the part of the leading 
companies. 


Resigns the Guarantors. 


Mr. George G. Brown, for some years past 
manager at Cleveland of the Guarantors, with 
which company he has made an almost phenom- 
enal record, has severed his connection by mu- 
tual agreement, and has taken a special agency 
of the Travelers with State Agent Horace W. 
Power. Mr. Brown is one of the best liability 
men in the state, and as the Travelers is spread- 
ing out on this class of business he will have 
ample opportunity to demonstrate his capacity. 
His successor to the Guarantor’s agency has not 


yet been appointed. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





OHIO PREMIUM TAX RETURN’ 
\ 

NOTE —THE OHIO UNDERWRITER will publis 
from issue to issue the official returns of the agen 
throughout the state showing the premiums receiv 
by each agent for each company for the year 1896, 
fast as received. After the returns for the entire sta‘ 
have been published a supplementary index will & 
issued, showing what issue and on what page may lt 
found the returns of the various towns. It is suggested 
that those interested in these returns preserve the 
files, as no extra copies will be kept on hand to supply 
back orders. 





Stark County. 


Canton—Albert, T. B.; Caledonian 344. 


| Alexander, W. L.; Agricultural 1,098; British 


| Cobaugh, Miss 


Amer. 1,598; German, II]. 982; Mil. Mech. 961; 
National, Conn. 1,319; New Hampshire 699; 
North America 1,907; N. W. Nat’l 666; Penn- 
sylvania 1,561; Union, Pa. 900; Western 
Assur. 1,939; W’msburg City 955; Manches- 
ter 1,014; Phila. Und. 1,835; Western Und. 
647; American Surety 158; Guarantors 901; 
New Jersey P. G. 122; Hartford Steam Boiler 
1,636. 
Archer, W. E.; 


Security 505. 
Bidwell, T. J.; 


Aetna Acci. $2,962. 

Mell; Lancashire 1,080; Niagara 
911; N. B. & M. 893; Connecticut 858. 

Chapman, F. C.; Aetna Life 3,958. 

Cole, John M.; Roylal 1,780; Germania 1,500; 
Phenix 1,100; Continental 965; Com’l Union 
570; Atlas 565; Hanover 685; American, Pa. 
665; Delaware 585; Reliance 155; American, 
N. J. 610; Concordia 440; Orient 350; Capital 
165; Merchants 730. 

Lehman & Cock; Broadway 99; Aétna 354; 
North America 728; Pennsylvania 706; Spring 
Garden 882. 


Piero, J. H. & Bro.; Citizens, Pa. 540; American 


| Saxton, 5... 8 


| Bloomdale—Simon, 


Central 710; Prov.-Wash. 127; German, W. 
Va. 360; R. I. Und. 140; St. Paul 650; United 
Firemens 790; Glens Falls 340. 

Robinson & Welty; Mutual, N. Y. 2,435; Ger- 
man Amer. 1,094; London 1,040; Fire Ass’n 
1,116; Hartford 1,338; Sun 1,082; Scottish U. 
& N. 2,178; Franklin 562; Lon. & Lan. 815; 
Norwich Union 745; Greenwich 475; Phoenix, 
Eng. 575; Springfield 248. Fidelity & Cas- 
ualty 704. 

Richardson, Cavie; Lion 1,040; Caledonian 440; 
Michigan 1,080; N. Y. Und. 1,050; Phoenix, 
Conn. 1,030; Westchester 1,260; Pacific 790; 
Travelers 3,706. 

L. & L. & G. 2,030; Firemans 
Fund 1,689. 

Squire, C. B.; Great Western Lloyds 165; Globe 
661; Traders Lloyds 155; Manufacturers 
Lloyds 398; Mercantile Lloyds 150; Mutual 
Lloyds 123; Atlas Mutual 215. 

Westfall, J. L.; Northern 545; Phoenix, Conn. 
474; Man. & Mer. 198. 

Wyant, W. H.; Mechanics 361. 

Youtz, Jos. E.; Queen, 504; Rochester German 
429; Buffalo German 1,735. 


Wood County. 


Bowling Green—Barton, E. A.; Connecticut 
669; Caledonian 387; Germania 490; German 
Amer. 456; Glens Falls 568; Lancashire 549; 
Hartford 982; National 330; N. B. & M. 276; 
Norwich Union 354; Phoenix, Eng. 305, Total 
$5,367. 

Benschoter, W. A.; Aetna 274; Continental 355; 
Fire Ass’n 1,474; German 933; Lloyds P. G. 105; 
Hartford, 306; Home 413; Hanover 48; North 
America 1,005; Phila. Und. 901; Imperial 92; 
L.& L. & G. 1,139; Manchester 385; Phoenix, 
Conn. 203; Phenix 2,931; Pennsylvania 160; 
Queen 163; Royal 2,366; Springfield 267. 
Total $13,538. 

Lenhart, Griffith & Southworth; (not reported). 

Moore, C. A.; American Cen. 138; Orient 95. 
Total $234. 

a ot 

Niagara 351; Phenix 632. 


Manchester 
Total $1,196. 


214; 


| VanEman, W E.; North America 329; Travelers 


(Acci.) 67. Total $396. 


| Grand Rapids—Donaldson, E.; Phoenix, Conn. 


$23. 
Gardner, A. J.; Hartford $153. 
North Baltimore—Ewing, Geo. W.; Conti- 


nental 777; Commercial 386; Fire Ass’n 560 











| 
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Glens Falls 617; Hartford 718; Niagara 788; 
Orient 768. Total $4,615. 
eters, B. L. & Son; Aetna 1,119 
ica 978; L. & L. & G. 1,501; Metropolitan P. G. 
75; Norwich Union 927; National 537; Penn- 
sylvania 614; Phila, Und. 593; Traders 717; 
Concordia 155. Total $7,214. 

smith, G. B.; Lloyds P. G. $33. 

Pemberville—Hoyman, J.S.; Aetna 185; Ger- 
man Amer. 172; German, Ill 149; Niagara 
260; Phenix 385; Royal 221. Total $1,472. 

Keil, Edward; Continental 447; Hartford 294; 
North America 309; Phila, Und, 206; Sun 382. 
Total $1,639, 

Perrysburg—Hanson, U. L.; Aetna 101; Hart- 
ford 380; Phoenix, Conn. 210. Total $691 

Powers, C. A.; Home 768; North America 32; 
London 197; N. Y. Und. 1,260; Niagara 430; 
N. B. &. M. 655; Norwich Union 290; National 
232; Sun 790; Traders 255. Total $5,207. 


; North Amer- 


Weston—Williams, J. W.; Continental 477; Fire 
Ass’n 172; Glens Falls 532; German, il. 243; 
North America 328; Orient 321; Phoenix, 


Conn, 427. Total $2,500. 
Tontogany—Eddmon, A.; Aetna $123. 


Miscellaneous Notes. 


Kirke & Spink, Cleveland managers of the 
Inter-State Casualty, succeed W. H. Kirke. 

The Travelers has decided to withdraw from 
Kansas, It hasabout $50,000 premiums annually. 

The American Fire of Boston has reentered 
the Pacific coast. Agents will report to R. W. 
Hosmer & Co, of Chicago. 

The National Surety of New York has ap- 
pointed B. F. Crofoot at Painesville, Harry L. 
Beatty at Ravenna, and Harvey C. Wine at 
Zanesville. 

December 20th Boswell and Buckley sent in 
from their office at Cincinnati $375,000 of 
applications, the largest one day's business in 
their agency so far. 

Commnissioner Orear of Missouri has addressed 
leading questions to underwriters’ annexes as to 
mode of operation. This will probably cause 
some to change their policies. 

The accident business of the Northern Ohio 
agency of the Aetna will show a substantial gain 
for the year 1897. Quite a number of new men 
have been secured as agents in Cleveland and 
surrounding towns. 

The Metropolitan Accident of Chicago, which 
has just put up $100,000 in securities approved 
by the Illinois commissioner, with the state, 
will shortly enter Ohio for business. The com- 
pany is a desirable one for agents. 

Charles L. Young has resigned the presidency 
of the Atlas Accident of Boston and is succeeded 
by W. J. Lang. Mr. Young takes charge of 
the Mutual Reserve Fund at Springfield, The 
affairs of the Atlas are said to be in a bad way. 


The New England Mutual Accident has ap- 
pointed James A. Dailey of Toledo; Jos. B. Web- 
ber, Austinburg; Wm. E. Duplanty, Dayton; 
Chas. D. McConnaughey, Hillsboro; H. F. 
Knowles, Atlanta; T. E. Henry, Ashtabula; I. J. 
Craig, Washington C. H.; H. L. Erdman, Can- 
ton; G. B. Welch, New Holland, Ohio. 

The Inter State Casualty has finally won the 
two cases pending in Ohio courts at Delaware. 
The first is the Warren case in which $15,000 is 
involved, and the lower court, we understand, 
decided against the company. The other is the 
Strickler case of $3,000. The company’s defense 
was that the assured was intoxicated. In the 
Warren case it was claimed the assured com- 
mitted suicide. 





THE BIG WALNUT CREEK BRIDGE ADJUSTMENT. 


Up to a short time ago fire loss adjusting was 
generally considered as in the nature of a busi- 
ness vocation; not that it exactly partook of 
mediocrity, but because the work rather tended 
to develop [the sordid, calculating instincts of 


| essentially worldly and practical, 


| Stated portion to grind out each day. 
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the man who followed it. Coming iad in 
contact with people when their grasping, un- 
pleasant traits were brought more actively into 
play, it would be expected that the ordinary 
adjuster would be most frequently called on to 
exercise those faculties which might be termed 
But it seems 
a new art is springing up in adjusting work, by 
which the adjuster becomes more than a mere 
shoemaker at his last or a machine with its 
It seems 


| that at least one of the exponents of the new art 


| intellect in a little poetry 


‘devoted to the uplifting of the status of the 
adjuster,’’ has even progressed as far as to report 
the various stages of each of his adjustments by 
means of lyrical poetry, attuned to popular senti- 
mentalisms. The advantages of this are various; 
one is that with a clothing of high feeling, so to 
speak, realism is sometimes, and often oppor- 
tunely, misplaced with an elevated sense of hav- 
ing at least done justice to the artistic surround- 
ings and the poetic inspirations of the occasion. 
This is very often convenient where it is felt the 
other side has cause to feel more than satisfied, 
owing to, say the enforcement pf the valued 
policy provision,or other‘ valuable” clauses. It is 
at times like these when the indulgence of the 
, Suitable to the occa- 
sion, yet away and above the petty features of 
the work, come in handiest and work their 
greatest good. Mr. George A. Armstrong, of the 
Hartford, has succeeded so far in his efforts at 


| poetry as to produce at least one really credit- 


able work. A sister composition, which Mr. 
Armstrong had of read before writing his 
poem, which begins, ‘‘I stood on the bridge at 
midnight,’’ was, it must be stated, written 
under much fewer difficulties than those under 
which Mr. Armstrong labored. Mr. Armstrong 
was too late to stand on the brigde, as he was 
there to adjust the Hartford’s loss on it, but he 
bravely stood on the bank of the creek where 


| the bridge had been, and reported his proceed- 





ings as follows: 


THE BIG WALNUT CREEK BRIDGE. 
( $2,500.00.) 
I stood by the Creek at mid-day 
Viewing the charred remains 
Of all that was left of Big Walnut Bridge 
That was lately burned away; 
And I watched the waters flowing 
Over its pebbly bed, 
Unconscious of the absence 
Of the span that was overhead. 


A Bridge a Company had builded 
Of wood in Fifty-two 

And at the time of its burning 
*Twas ‘‘just as good as new’’; 

Thus loudly spoke the owner 
To the Adjuster on the shore, 

Who recognized, though by another voice, 
A tale he had heard before. 


And the waters kept on going 

In their laughing, cheerful way, 
At the tale that was told of a story old 

And they playfully seemed to say: 
= find the waters, miles below, 

Go listen to what they’ll say 
Of the wonderful Bridge they saw as they 
passed, 
Before it was burned away. 


The Adjuster heard the kind command 
And straightway his steed he sped 
To find the water that had passed, 
When the Bridge was over its head. 
He found, at last, the waters wild, 
A crimson color were they, 
For they had found a new made path, 
Over a bed of clay. 


Go pay your loss, you Wolverine, they said, 


Go do as you agreed, 
The Bridge was worth more money 
Than the insurance, yes indeed, 
Five times,—would not rebuild the Bridge 
With timbers two feet through, 
The insurance,—you have upon it 
And ’twas “‘ just as good as new.’ 


| 


The Adjuster was discouraged 
At the lie these waters told 
And sadly he retraced his steps 
To the abutments, worn and old; 
Though of stone they were constructed 
Firm and solid there they stood, 
But if ‘hey would show the mark of time 
What would it do to wood? 


And the Adjuster plead in earnest 
To the massive piles of stone 
Tell me, what shall be done 
With the claim that Johnston owns? 
Johnston answered for them, 
Though not to my surprise, 
Come, Armstrong, I’ll tell you what we'll 
do, 
We'll arrange a compromise 
(And it was « 5 omer F 350.00.) 


50 1 GUARANTEED DIVIDEND 


No estimate of future results! Every 
figure guaranteed! Under the new Policy 
of the HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO. of 
New York. Before making your 1898 Con- 
tract address 





w. A. FR. BRYUEHL. 4. 4. MINDERMANN 


W. ALR. BRUEHL & Co., Gen’! Managers 


OHIO AND SOUTHERN INDIANA, 
Western Methodist Book Concern Building, CINCINNATI, 0. 


J. H. ANTHONY, Manacer 
NORTHEASTERN On!o, 


Cc. F. McCORD, Gen’: Aar. 


SOUTHWESTERN Ono, 


New ENGLAND BuILOING, CincinwarTi, Oo. 


CLEVELAND. 


G. HILLER, Seciat Acenr, 
CinciInwarTi, O. 


| WANTED. A certain State Agent 


of a popular old line 
| LIFE insurance company in Ohio, is de- 
| sirous of securing the service of an exper- 
ienced man capable of filling position of 
Superintendent of Agents in the field, and 
if any such are open to engagement they 
will do well to write the editor of this paper. 
is 9 8. for 1898, write us for terms 
PROVIDENT SAVINGS LIFE 
In the Central States. 
BOSWELL & BUCKLEY, 
Cincinnati and Louisville. 


Energetic producing 

‘Wanted Agents in every Town 

| in Ohio, LIBERAL CONTRACTS. Address, 
| Manager Ohio Branch, 


| Canada Life Assurance Co., 
Cleveland, O. 











Before you ‘make a contract 





WANTED. 


| DISTRICT AGENTS for the John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
| pany in Unoccupied Territory in Ohio 
'and West Virginia. 
| LIBERAL COMMISSIONS! 
| EXCLUSIVE TERRITORY !! 
RENEWAL CONTRACTS!!! 


J. C. CAMPBELL, 


| 

| 

| State Agent Ohio and West Virginia, 

| Board of Trade, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
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The Royal, Too? 

The statement is made that one of Commis- 
sioner Craig’s men visited the Royal’s southern 
department offices at Louisville recently, with 
the purpose of examining the books to ascertain 
if any premiums or license had been unreported 
for taxation. It is said the Tennessee commission- 
er’s representative was at first met with a refusal 
by the managers, but on his insinuation that it 
was immaterial to him whether he be given ac- 
cess to the records or not, as Commissioner Craig 
would, doubtless, then proceed with the matter 
personally, he was invited to examine what he 
saw fit. According tothe information at hand, 
the examiner went back twenty odd years, and, 
as a result, found that there was due a consider- 
able amount, rumored at about $6,000, back 
taxes on premiums, and _ license fees. 
An inquiry addressed to the Tennessee depart- 
ment as to the truth of these statements has as 
yet elicited the reply that the matter is not yet 
entirely closed and that there is therefore no 
definite information to give out. It is known, 
that the commissioner had in mind some time 


ago a general investigation of various companies | 


so far as their Tennessee taxes are concerned, 
and that the Royal was one of the companies he 
had selected for one of the first subjects. It 
seems the local agents in Tennessee have done 
what they could to have the investigation made, 


as they have been troubled by frequent cases of | 
It is supposed no taxes are | 


overhead writing. 
paid on premiums written overhead, in many 
cases. The Tennessee department will probably, 


in deference to the wishes of the Royal, not 
make any report of the examination until after | 


the first of the year. 





The Kansas Mutual Life withdraws from the | 


East on account of the sentiment there unfav- 
orable to Kansas corporations. 


$24.00 per week for Accident 


ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION. 


$6.00 per week for Sickness 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


The only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick benefit business. 





THE 


North American Accident Association 


OF CHICAGO. 


The Second tages Accident Association in the 
United States. 


Established I! Years. Surplus Fund $50,000. 





P. one Law Suit since the Company started. Weekly In- 
NOT Prorated in Cases of Concurrent Insurance. 
PARTI L DISABILITY. 


LOCAL MEN WANTED THROUGHOUT OHIO. 


A. M. HARBAUGH, State Agent, 


FETNA BUILDING, CINCINNATI. 


~NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


POR nes > 300. 
» Local Agents in all Prominent Localities in the 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


| A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. 





PROMINENT AGENTS. 








MYRON C. LONG 
Manager 
ETNA LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
(ACCIDENT DEPARTMENT) 

FIRE INSURANCE, 
English-American Underwriters, 
Continental Insurance Co. 
MITCHELL BUILDING, 
"Phone 2153. CINCINNATI, 0. 





H.C.& N. K. MEAD, 


Managers Southern Ohio 


THE SECURITY TRUST AND LIFE INSURANCE CO., 


Mitchell Building, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





H. N. RENO, 


District Manager 


STANDARD ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO., 


500 Johnston Building, 
CINCINNATI, 


OHIO. 


DEFERRED: @ 


NEL SON J. EDWARDS * 


tut latte THIRD ST 2CING INNATI +¥ 








THE AMERICAN FIRE 


PHILADELPHIA, 


WALTER 5S. Eppy, 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 
PA. 








SAGINAW, = - - ” = MICHIGAN. 
CASH CAPITAL, - - = 8 500.000.00 CASH CAPITAL, - $200,000. 
Reserve for Reinsurance and all other claims, - - 1,560,056.56 
Surplus over all Liabilities,  - - * 465,734.40 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1897, $2,525,790.96 Assets, January 1, 1897. .. $303,252.69 
rHOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas, | Elabilities (including capital). - 900,476.60 


>HAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. 


NELSON B. JONES, 
S$ >ecial Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. 


Did you see the Advertisement of the 


WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. 


JAMES P. EDMONDS, 
Special Agt. for Ohio, Lansing, Mich. 





President. 


SOgINOW w Valley Fire & 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Net Surplus ...... 








_ $42,776. 09 





HONEST LOSSES PAID ON SIGHT. 


J. P. SHERIDAN, Secretary. 


rie & Marine 





49th ANNUAL STATEMENT UNITED STATES BRANCH 


BROOKS TYPEWRITER 


In the December 9th issue? 


The Brooks is not something new and 


untried. Our literature will tell you 


all about it, and is free for the asking. 


General agents: (), R, WOOD & CO. 
17 East Third Street, - 





DAYTON, 0. | 


Liverpool & London & Globe 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


®s2—-DECEMBER 31, 1896.—s9 


$9,339,645.33 
5,246,085.00 
4,093,460.33 


Assets, - - - = = = 
Liabilities, - - - - - -= 
Surplus, - - - - - - 


UNITED STATES BRANCH: 
William and Pine Streets, New York. 


Cincinnati General Agency : 


Gor. Third and Main, Cincinnati, 0. 


ee 





Sh ATEN a RECS 
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Ine 


TAN. 


$252.69 
1,476.60 


776.09 


eer ee 
. 





EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY ASSURENCE CORPORATION, Ltd. 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 


George Monroe Endicott, Manager and Attorney 
United States Brauch. 


Original and Leading Liability Company. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, ELEVATOR LIABILITY, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY, TEAM LIABILITY, 
GENERAL LIABILITY, WORKMEN'S COLLECTIVE, 


PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 


SELL INDEMNITY THAT INDEMNIFIES. 


GENERAL AGENTS: 


B. M. & GEORGE D. ALLISON, Southern Ohio and Tennessee, 
39 Kast Third Street, Cincinnati, O. 
L. PACKER, Northern Ohio, 827 Cuyahoga Bldg., Cleveland, O. 
KOBT. ZENER & CO., Indianapolis, Ind. 





SLE} 


(Name embossed on cover without extra charge. 


rid Insuranwon Eferaiy” 


Hand Book of Ohio for ’97-'98 


Is now ready for delivery. Your order will insure prompt delivery. 


BOUND IN FLEXIBLE LEATHER, PRICE #2.50. 













A SUCCESSFUL Live-Stock Company. 


INDIANA AND OIC 
LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 


CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND. 
OHIO AND INDIANA ONLY. 


ACTUAL CAPITAL, $100,000, 3% —«—8380:000 tm Lonsew waist im 


Past Seven Years. 
The Oldest, Largestand Most Liberal General Live Stock Insurance 


A. F. RAMSEY, President. 


ZACK MAHOMEY, Secretary 





Company in the United States. 
The ONLY Company that has demonstrated a SUCCESS at the LIVE STOCK 
Business. 


Policies cover death from any cause, including transportation. 
given to insurance of animals for track purposes 


Local and Country Agents Wanted. 


Special attention 


gw Write for descriptive circular. 





If you want to keep on losing expirations, do so, until you get an ‘‘Insurance Herald Expiration Register’’ and stop it. 


The finest line of Insurance Supplies on the market. 


THE INSURANCE HERALD, 


Manufacturers Standard Insurance Supplies, 







Samples and Prices mailed on application. 


Louisville, Ky. 





_STANDARD OHIO MUTUAL ——— COMPANIES. 





Richland 


Mutual Insurance Caniapii, | 





CHARTERED 1551. 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS : 
G. A. Clugston, 


J. H. Cook, N.S. Reed, J.M. Waugh, H.R.Smith, J. W. Jenner, 
H.C. Hedges, W. W. Cockley, 


A. C. Cummins. 
Assets, $1,641,484.07. 


J. H. COOK, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 





1sS4c. Isoz. 


The Western Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 


URBANA, OHIO. 
Writes Ohio Business Only, strictly on the Premium Note Plan. 


HALF-A-CENTURY 


Shows that its members have obtained 


RELIABLE INSURANCE, 
SOUND INDEMNITY, 
REASONABLE RATES, 
VERY LOW COST, 


Averaging only 4% per cent. for last twenty years. 








ITs 
——— 


LOSSES PROMPTLY ADJUSTED AND PAID. 


W. R. ROSS, Pres. WILSON BALDWIN, Sec’y. JOS. S. CARTER, Gen’! Agt. 


| 
| 
| 




















Incorporated April 17, 1876. Began Business October 2, 1876. 


THE 


Central Manufacturers 


VAIN WERT, OHIO. 





Mutual 


Insurance Co. 


Premium Notes $369,589.95. 


Total Cash Assets $99,379. Net Cash Surplus $54,523. 


F. W. 


J. S. BRuMBACK, President PURMORT, Secretary. 


TWENTY-FOUR —— 


The ne Al 


Fire Insuran® 


J. W. WAGNER, President. 
J. M. Cook, Secretary. 


Total Available Assets $484.6 
Net © 


Transacts an Agency 3 
. 
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‘TES Sas Tt LABELS MADE. 





“Bie Four” 


ROUTE. 
BEST LINE TO AND FROM 


TOLEDO AND DETROIT. 


All Points in Michigan. 


CHICAGO. 
“White City Special.” 
Best Terminal Station. 


ST. LOUIS. 


Avoiding the Tunnel. 
BOSTON. 
Wagner Sleeping Cars. 


NEW YORK. 


Buffet Parlor Cars, Wagner Sleeping Cars, Private Com- 
partment Cars, Elegant Coaches and Dining Cars. 


NOTE 


Be sure your tickets read via “ 


E. 0. McCORMICK, D. B. MARTIN, 


BIG FOUR.” 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 
GUMMED POLICY LABELS. 


ANY SHAPE OR STYLE. 


THESE PRICES: 
In Red or Blue. 


In Gold or Silver. 
1,000... 
2,500 
5,000... 
10,000 


.$2 75 
3.75 
5 50 
9.00 


$3.75 
5.50 
7.50 
12.50 


Special prices quoted on larger quantities. 
In ordering make copy full and exact, enclosing sample of label desired for style. 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER CO. 





Passenger Traffic Mgr. Gen. Pass. & Tkt. Agt. 
CINCINNATI, O. 


—THE- 


MUTUAL LIFE 


INCORPORATED. 


Hon. CHAS. D. JACOB, President. GEO. W. MORRIS, V-President. 
WM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. DAV. MERIWETHER, Treas. 


Home Office, Louisville, Ky. 

Assets December 31st 1896 . $2,703,032 12 
Surplus, 4 per cent 253,871 60 
Surplus, 4% per cent. 418,871 60 
Total Death Claims and Endowments Paid . 2,785,793 64 

$200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the 
Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt 
and approval of proof of death. 


ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, Ky. 
Pike Building, - CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


The State Life 


INSURANCE Co. 
OF KENTUCKY 


Insurance Company, 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


While organized and operated as an assessment company under assessment laws, 
THE STATE LIFE INSURANCE ComMPANy adopted at its organization the scientific 


premiums and mathematical reserves of the old line system, and the emergency 


clause and limited expense fund of the assessment system. 
best features of both systems and eliminating the weaknesses of each, the Company 


claims the distinction of having developed a more perfect system than either, and to | 
have reached the acme in fundamental construction of a superior Life Insurance | 


Company, embodying elements of perpetuity and strength not found unite1 in any 
other. 


sa> Correspondence solicited with first-class Life 
Insurance Men. 





fi and Southern” 


I :0 HRANC E COMPANY 
i; a0 OF eincinnar OHIO. 
~ , SCENE > 


$100.000.00. 


[LDWELL, President. 
MS, Secretary. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


| makes renewal contracts with reliable men 


In thus combining the | 


THOS. B. SCOTT, Pres. 


CINCINNATI. 


——— 1867. Members’ Safety Fund 


81,000,000. 


HARTFORD LIFE. ASURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


Sells all Desirable Forms of Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 
Seven-Year Distribution Policies, ete. 


E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also 
WRITE HIM. 





ATTENTION 
LIFE 
UNDERWRITERS! 


Send your declined 
Applications to... . 


Bas 
THE LIFE INSURANCE CLEARING CO. 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 








Agents are invited to submit their business DIRECT to the home officeof the Company. 
LIBERAL COMMISSIONS AND RENEWALS to all agents placing business. 


In addition to “LIEN” POLICIES 
We issue policies payable for their FULL FACE VALUWE from date of issue. 


Send for specimen copies and supplies. | Correspondence solicited from all general, 
special and local agents. 


address: The Life Insurance Clearing Company, 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 





The Best The Best 


ee Commissions, 


2 fice : 


[4 
Poe 


OF NEW YORK. 
ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


Policies, 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, 


256 and 257 Broadway, - 


Sac’y, 
NEw YORK. 


ASSETS, over ° e B4200,000 


Surplus to Policyholders, 203,000 














